

Amal-HizboIIah war continues 


BEIRUT (AP) — Rival m ilitia s battled with artillery and rockets in South 
Lebanon^ Friday, ignoring a plea by- Iran's president to stop fighting. 
Police said four people were wounded in midday clashes that pitted the 
Amal militia against fundamentalists of Hizbotlah. Both sides hammered 
each others’ positions in A1 -Iqiim AJ Tuflah. a former apple-growing 
district, with mortals, 106-nun recoilless guns and rocket-propelled 
a police spokesman said. The battle focused on the deserted 
villages of Jbaa, Ain Bouswar, Jaijou and Louwaizeh on the northwestern 
edge of Israel's self-proclaimed “security zone" but dwindled into sniper 
fire and occasional rocket blasts before sundown, according to the 
spokesman. The spokesman said two of the wounded were Amal- 
militia men and another HezboDahi. The fourth casualty was a 21-year-old 
woman was wounded when a stray shell felt near her bouse in Jbaa. In 
Tehran,. the Iranian president, Ali Khamenei, declared “vengeance will 
not solve anything in Lebanon," the Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. “I address our Lebanese brothers in Amal and Hizbollah to rad 
die bloodshed," Khamenei said in the report, monitored in Nicosia. 



Qian: Time ripe for Sino-Soviet summit 


BELGRADE (R) — Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen said Friday a 
Sino-Soviet summit may be held in China in the first half of this year. Qian 


mnHp the remark in a lecture at the end of a three-day visit to Belgrade, 
before flying to Paris with Yugoslav Foreign Minister Budimir Loncar for 
an international conference on chemical weapons. "Conditions are ripe 
for a visit to China by Soviet state and party leader Mikhail Gorbachev in 
the first half of the year,” Qian said. The summit has been mentioned 
several times by China previously without specifying dates. A Soviet bloc 
diplomat here said Gorbachev was likely to travel to Peking to meet 
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping by May. Qian had talks with Loncar on 
bilateral and global issues and the Non-Aligned Movement. Belgrade will 
be the movement's leader later this year and mil host its September 
summit. Qian said in his lecture at the Belgrade Centre of Strategic 
Studies that China's relations with the United States were good but could 
improve further if the Taiwan problem was solved. He said "peace and 
development" have become the “trends of our time” but he warned that 


superpower rivalry was continuing, that no regional conflict had been fully 
solved and new ones could easily break out. 
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Hot Royal Highness Princess Haya Bint A1 Hussein receives the 
King Hussein Prize for showjumping in Friday's annual horse race 
organised by the Arab Horse Chib (Petra photo) 


King Hussein attends 


annual horse race 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday attended the 
annual horse race organised by the Arab Horse Oub for the benefit 
of the Queen Alia Centre for the Hearing Impaired. T aking part in 
the race was Her Royal Hi ghness Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein, 
who won the first prize — the King Hussein Cup — in show 
jumping. 

The Kusg presented prizes to die winners who included Maha 
Homsi who won the Princess Alia Cup. Attending the event were His 
Royal Highness Prince AIL Her Royal Hi ghness Princess Aha, Royal 
Oi^CMefFkJdMacdzaJSharifZaidlbn ShalEerand his wife and 
the wife of Prime Minister Zaid RifaL 


AROUND THE WORLD... 


Saudi crown prince in Syria 


DAMASCUS (R.) — Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdallah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz arrived In Damascus Friday for talks with Syrian 
President H Al Assad, official sources said. They said he-would 
discuss Arab affairs indiMttng the Lebanese and the Palestinian issues.' 
Assad visited Saudi Arabia last mouth and held talks with King Fahd; 


Waldegrave to confer with PLO in Tunis 


TUNIS (R) — Britain’s Secretary of State at the Foreign Office 
Wntiam Waldegrave win have official contacts with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in Tunis next week, the British 
embassy said. Waldegrave, scheduled to visit Tunis from Jan. 12 to 
16, will also have talks with members of the Tunisian government and 
with Arab League Secretary-General Chadli Klibi. 


SLA position attacked 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (R) — An Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) mffitiaman was wounded Friday when resistance fighters 
attacked a mOftia post in South Lebanon, an SLA spokesman said. 
The spokesman, speaking on the SLA -run Voice of the South Radio 
station monitored in this eastern Bek aa Valley town, said the 
mffjtiaman was wounded when fighters attacked an SLA position in 
the town of Jezzine. 


Fire in Kuwait scout camp kills one 


KUWAIT (R) — A 15-year-old boy scoot was killed and three others 
wounded, one critically, when a fire broke out in their tent at dawn 
Friday, the Kuwait news agency said. Security sources said the fire at 
a Minis try of Education campground in the Kabd region was caused 
by a candle, the agency reported. 


Norway to expel Afghans seeking asylum 


OSLO (R) — Norway said Friday it would expel three Afghans 
weiring political asylum, the first time Afghans have been rejected by 
a country increasingly closing its doors to refugees. A spokesman for 
the directorate for foreigners said the three, detained by police this 
week, would be sent back to Pakistan, from where they arrived. The 
directorate said they did not qualify for political asylum in Norway 
and should apply in Pakistan, where they first arrived last September, 
for asytnm in that country. Their lawyer, Steinar GUmsholt, said the 
three wooki appeal. 


Hoss seeks Arab help for reconciliation 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s acting prime minister, vying for power 
with a rival military government, urged the Arab League Friday to 
help to reconcile warring factions in his country. Salim Hoss told a 
news conference that his government had sent a memorandum to Arab 
League member states, whose foreign ministers meet in Tonis Jan. 11 
to the Lebanese crisis. Sources dose to the league said the 

ministers would also urgently consider the row 'between the United 
States and Libya following the shooting down of two Libyan jets 
Wednesday. “The only way out of the (Lebanese) crisis is by laying the 
ground for reconciliation on the basis of equal shares in the sectarian 
political system,” Hoss quoted his message as saying. 


Italian ship in Beirut to remove waste 


BEIRUT (R) An Italian ship arrived in Beirut Friday to remove 

chemical waste from Italy dumped in Lebanon more than a year ago, a 
mtHrin official said. Kaissar Nasr, head of the foreign affairs 
department of the “Lebanese Forces” militia, said the ship JUly Rosso 
faSn* at' the official port in east Beirut at noon. More than 2,400 
tonnes of fonl-smelfing waste from Italy have been sent to Lebanon, 
mainly to east Beirut, since September 1987. Panic spread **fig 
Ltban**” when th? news of tee operation became pubBc in _ May m a 
most of the waste contained in barrels was moved to Beirut port. 


Rebel groups ignore Sri Lankan election 


COLOMBO (R) — Nearly 20 Sri Lankan parties have n^ed 
candidates for next month’s general election bntthe two mam rebel 
gronps ignored calls to take part, official and ipoj&kd 
Friday. They®** that when registration ended^ri^y 

ifijfim aT fiio nnrih avid the left-wing People s 


Meets Arafat, underlines need for unified stand 


King reaffirms 
full support 


for PLO moves 


By Rania Atalia 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein 
Friday reiterated Jordan’s full support for 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
moves to seek international support, and 
underlined the need for further efforts based 
on a unified and coordinated Arab stand. 


At a meeting with Yasser Ara- Palestinian moves on the intema- 
fat. King Hussein congratulated tional level and the positive re- 


tire PLO chairman on the PLO's suits of his meetings with the 
recent achievements in gathering heads of state during his recent 


international support, and said visits. 


the PLO's recent moves demons- The King's meeting with Ara- 


trated the ability of the ,Palesti- fat, which included a working 
man leadership to tackle this lunch, was attended on the Jorda- 


issue in a reasonable manner and nian side by Prime Minister Zaid 


with national awareness, the Jor- Rifai, Royal Court Chief Field 


Amer Khammash. On the 
Palestinian side, the talks were 
attended by Palestine National 
Council (PNC) Speaker Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh and Ex- 
ecutive Committee members 
Mahmoud Abbas, Abdul Razzak 
Al Yahya, Mohammad MUbem 
and Bishop Elia Khouxi. 

The King later held a closed 
door meeting with Arafat. 

Prime Minister Rifai held a 
round of talks with the PLO 
leaders Friday. 

PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman, who is accom- 
panying Arafat on his visit, said 
King Hussein and the PLO chair- 
man discussed efforts aimed at 
convening an international peace 
conference on the Middle East as 
well as- the need for an Arab 
summit. 



Hb Majesty King Hussein Friday confers with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (Petra photo) 


Khasawneh: Jordan-PLO ties 
excellent, free from all doubts 


dan News Agency, Petra, said. Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 


By Abdul Rahman Abboushi, 
Yousef Al AM and Majid 
Asfour 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Information Minis- 
ter Hani Khasawneh Friday de- 
scribed relations between Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation 


The PLO leader, who arrived and King Hussein's political advi- 
here Friday morning, briefed sor Adnan Abu Odeh in addition 
King Hussein on the latest to the King's special advisor 


i. A . ....... , , ,, n out! LUC raiCSUUC JL.IUC1 cLLLUIl 

Organisatin (PLO) as excellent 

necessity to support the Palesti- 


nian political initiative and to put 
(Continued on page 2) 


Bethlehem observes strike to 
mark orthodox Christmas 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM dde with Friday’s celebration of 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the Orthodox Christian Christ- 


and said Jordan's decision last 
year to sever legal and adminis- 
trative relations with the West 
Bank had removed all suspicions 
and doubts that the Palestinians 
had over Jordan’s intentions. 

M In an interview with the Jordan 

Times and Al Ra’i. Khasawneh 
said the Jordanian decision to cut 
His body was found Thursday fonnal ]inks ^th the West Bank 



Dr. Haul Khasawneh 

people. 


'‘Jordan's decision also served 
as an opportunity to strengthen 
and support the PLO,” the minis- 
ter said. “His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Jordan played a major 
role in explaining the Palestinian 
position and also contributed to 
transferring the (1988) special 
U.N. session on Palestine from 
New York to Geneva so that 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
could address (he meeting,” Kha- 
sawneh said. 

The Jordanian move to sever 
formal ties with the West Bank 
assured the Palestinian people 
that Jordan bad no aspirations in 
Palestine and that it supports 
them and works with them to find 


Bethlehem and the surrounding mas. A procession through Beth- 
mostly Christian villages lehem by the Greek Orthodox 


night by a road near the Jewish I vvas taken in accordance • with 


Khasawneh pointed out that a solution to the Palestinian ques- 
Jordan had always said that it tion, he said. 


rettiemrat of Yakir. He was dear national considerations, eli- would not be involved in any kind “They have also realised that 


observed a general strike Friday 
to mark the day orthodox Christ- 


a triarch was subdued . and the 
tiblical town was empty of tradi- 


buned Friday. ' minating Palestinian doubts that of unity between the two banks Jordan "is keen on safeguarding 

s* 1 - 11 c ^ os ^r °“ Jordan had territorial ambitions .before a- Palestinian state was national unity and that the King- 
arra, ~5 kilometres southwest of -fo the West Bank and Gaza and created and that it would support dom. as an Arab country, is 


ians celebrate Christmas. Graffiti tional Christmas decorations. 


painted on buildings called for an . A cluster of about 70 Greek 


escalation of the year-long Orthodox worshipers, almost all 


Palestinian uprising. 


of them Palestinians, attended 


Also Friday, police said they Christmas mass at the Church .of 
suspected Pales tinian nationalists the Nativity, built on the site 


were responsible for the killing of where Jesus is said to have been 
an Israeli shot to death in the bom. 


occupied West Bank the night 
before. 


Merchants shuttered their the Israeli. 


Jewish settlers were in an 
uproar Friday over the killing of 


businesses and all public trails- As Israeli forces combed 


porta tion was halted in Beth- Palestinian villages- for suspects, 
lehem and the nearby villages of police said they were still unsure 
Beit Jalla and Beit Sahoor in whether the man, Shimon Edri, 


compliance with calls for a gener- 41, of Petah Tikva, was killed for 
al strike issued by leaders of the criminal or political reasons. 


uprising 


Edri, who had a criminal re- 


The strike was called to coin- cord, was shot twice in the chest. 


Nablus. 

A police spokesman did not 
rale out a criminal motive. He 
suggested Jews might have mur- 
dered Edri and damped his body 
in the West Bank to pin suspicion 
on Palestinians. 

An army spokesman said there 
had been no attempts by settlers 
to “retaliate” Friday. Chi Thurs- 
day night, the army said troops 
removed a group of settlers who 

had entered Kifl Harith village to 

attack Arab residents and prop- said in 
erty. they v 

Youths from the nearby settle- antidj 
ment of Ariel burned tyres at the strike, 
entrance to the village and threw “W< 


was competing with the PLO for any decision taken by the PLO on 
representation of the Palestinian the Palestinian question. 


before . a- Palestinian state was national unity and that the King- 
created and that it would support dom, as an Arab country, is 


(Continued on page 2) 


Libyans await American 
attack on disputed plant 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Workers nean Wednesday, reinforcing Li- 
occupying a factory at the centre by an expectations that the United 


occupying a factory at tire centre cyan expectations tnat tne umtea 
of the U.S. dispute with Libya States will launch a preemptive 


said in remarks published Friday - raid on the factory. 


they were prepared to die in an “If they attack. I swear the story 


anticipated American military of Vietnam will repeat itself here 
strike. in Libya. Crazy Reagan hasn't 


Jordan voices 
solidarity 
with Libya 


Czech experts to 
help Pah Am probe 


entrance to the village and threw “We accept the -challenge and ^ earnt lesson of 1986. ’ one of 
stones at passing cars driven by we want the blood of the Arabs to tee workers, Mohammad Milad 
Arabs. mix here on this sacred soil under , ^ ama rj n ! a -k. 

On Thursday, Israeli soldiers the banner of (Libyan leader) u -. s - places raidei d Tnpoh and 
- - - - the city of Benghazi inAprtf 1986 


LONDON (R) — Experts from 
Czechoslovakia will arrive in Bri- 
tain next week to help with the. 
investigation of last month’s 
bombing of a Fan Am Jumbo jet 
over Scotland, the Foreign Office 
said Friday. 

Their main purpose will be to 
help establish whether semtex 
plastic explosives manufactured 
iq Czechoslovakia caused the 
crash in which 270 people died. 


but had not received a substan- 
tive response. 

At London's two main interna- 
tional airports passengers faced 
long queues Friday after the in- 
troduction of new security mea- 
sures following the Pan Am 
bombing. 

Several Pan Am and Trans 
World Airways (TWA) flights 
from Heathrow, the world's 


On Thursday, Israeli soldiers the banner of (Libyan leader) . u . ■ P 13 ^ raiaea lnpou ana 
shot and wounded 21 Palestin ians Muammar Qadhafi,” said a fore- ™ e oty of Bengnazi in April 1986 
in clashes in the occupied territor- igner who joined the sit-in at the jp retaliation for the alleged IJ- 
ies, most of them in a battle with factory in Rabta, 60 kilometres ty 311 r °J e fp bombing of a 
stone-throwing protesters in the southwest of Tripoli. WesT Berlin discotheque fre- 

Gaza Strip. The newspaper Jamahiriya, 

Hospital Officials said 19 published by Libya’s revolution- ^ bombine * 

Palestinians were hit by live ary committee, said people from .. T 
ammunition and plastic bullets all over the .country marched to ... m *i e «^rf ne , t i a H n ro di«ni<K 
timing a confrontation at Sba’ti MM to t^e parti the , demon- g K SH 

A^doctor at Ahli hospital said defiance of the American *i — , _"_:j -i- r -_: j 


the emergency ward was crowded threats.” • 

with people who had rushed to The United States and Britain k® 

donatebtood. contend that they have proof that STS 

Soldiers shot and wounded two Libya intends to produce chemio- \ . T * c2L= f 

Palestinians in Ramallah and in al weapons at the Rabta plant. . OinrfirKKhi Mmww? T 

Kufr Labad village in the Wes. Libyans it climate medicines. 


The experts were expected to busiest international airport, 
meet . British officials and sden- were delayed as hundreds of pas- 


Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Chadli Klibi conveyed Libya's 


'■lists for talks on semtex with a sengeis waited for their luggage 
view to helping forensic work 10 be searched. 


Bank during clashes with stone- 
throwing residents. 


US ^ra^ sTot d^ t^o re 1““‘ “ other membere «* 


Libyan jets over the Mediterra- 


(Continued on page 2) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Informa- 
tion Minister Hani Al Khasaw- 
neh Thursday expressed Jor- 
dan’s solidarity with Libya af- 
ter American fighters shot 
down two Libyan jets. 

Khasawneh, quoted by 
Radio Monte Carlo, said Jor- 
dan felt deep concern about 
Wednesday’s Mediterranean 
dash. 

Jordan’s support for Libya 
was based on “nationalist ties 
and the Joint Arab Defence 
Pact,” he said. 

Jordan condemned the use of 
force and urged restraint to 
allow diplomatic action. In- 
creased tension did not serve 
the recent improvement in the 
atmosphere of Arab-U.S. rela- 
tions, he added. 


connected with the crash. 


Passengers said they noticed 


A Foreign Office spokesman more pohee than usual patrolling 
said Britain had repeatedly press- Heathrow with machineguns. At 


ed Prague to make semtex, which one terminal, queues spilled out- 
is soft and odourless, detectable side the building for 60 metres. 


Polisario upbeat after 
talks with King Hassan 


Jordan leads Arab efforts to include ban 
on chemicals in disarmament strategy 


By Rania Atalia 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


tetters 'of Tamil Edam of the north and tire left-wing People s 
SStio Front from the south had not r^PO^dtoap^k^^ 
T ^SwilMmdngh e Premitdau that they join the ^^ocratfc proceg. 
The LTTE, fighting for an independent state for minority Tamflsin 
fire north anTcastf has vowed to continue its armed campaign- Tte 
front, mainly members of the majority Sinhalese c°p> miinIt y» P“{ 

g® postensayfcig a presidential ejection last month was a fraui and 
tile parliamentary pofi would be tire same. 


ALGIERS (R) — A Polisario 
Front leader said Friday he hoped 
1989 would see a peaceful end to 
the 13-year Western Sahara con- 
flict following the front's first 
talks with Morocco’s King Has- 
san. 

Bachir Mustapha Sayed, num- 
ber two in the Polisario hierar- 
chy, said meetings with the king 
at his palace in Marrakesh 
Wednesday and Thursday ex- 
pressed hope “1989 will be the 
decisive year for the peaceful 
solution of the ... conflict.” 

Sayed, who led the Polisario 
delegation to Morocco, said in a 
statement carried by the Algerian 
news agency APS that the talks 
were an “expression of a dialogue* 
set to continue.” 

“The Marrakesh meetings 
open prospects towards peace 
and took place above all in a 
climate marked . by cordiality, 
mutual respect and comprehen- 
sion,” he said. 


APS said in a commentary the 
talks marked an historic evolu- 
tion towards a just settlement of 
the conflict on the basis of U.N. 
resolutions offering self-' 
determination to the region's in- 
habitants. 

Algeria backed the Polisario 
guerrillas in their fight for the 
independence of Western Sahara, 
a former Spanish colony ceded by 
Madrid to Morocco and Maurita- 
nia in 1976. 


AMMAN — Jordan .will spear: 
head efforts to coordinate a 
common Arab position at the 
Jan. 7-11 international confer- 
ence on chemical weapons, a 
position based on the principle 
that a ban on chemical 
weapons should be part of an 
overall disarmament strategy 
that includes nuclear arms, 
according to a senior Jordanian 
official. 


“We stand by the priorities 
agreed upon at the first* dis- 
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Cinema 
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armament session of the U.N. 
General Assembly which con- 
centrated on atomic weapons 
and put a ban on nuclear arms 
as the highest priority,” said 
the official who preferred ano- 
nymity. 

“Any consideration of che- 
mical weapons will have to be 
dealt with in the context of 
total disarmame nt and prohibi- 
tion of the use of atomic 
weapons as well,” he added. 

The conference, which 


opens in Paris Saturday, will 
seek to encourage negotiations 
in Geneva to reach a general 
prohibition on the production, 
development and stockpiling 
.of chemical weapons. The 1925 
Geneva protocol, signed by 
more than 110 countries, pro- 
hibits only the use of such 
.weapons. The one-page docu- 
ment contains no provision for 
sanctions and has long been 
viewed as inadequate. Jordan 
Signed the protocol in 1977. 

“One objective of the con- 
ference is to give a new im- 
petus to negotiations in Gene- 
va on a new convention to 
prohibit the production and 
transfer of chemical weapons," 
said a Western diplomat who. 
did not want to be identified. 

He said the conference 
would seek to support the pow- 
ers of the U.N. General Secre- 
tariat on investigating cases in- 
volving the use of chemical 
weapons. States which have 
not yet adhered to the protocol 
trill be encouraged to do so at 
,the conference, the diplomat 


added. 

U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan proposed the confer- 
ence during an address to the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
September. On Dec. 29, 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand called for the conven- 
ing of the conference in Paris, 
depository of the 1925 pro- 
tocol. 

The conference is convened 
against the background of a 1 
campaign by the U.S. accusing 
Libya of having a chemical 
weapons plant 96 kilometres 
southwest of Tripoli. Libya 
says the facility is a phar- 
maceutical plant. U.S. officials 
said the downing of two Libyan 
planes in the Mediterranean 
earlier this week was unrelated 
to the claims about the chemic- 
al plant, and that any “military 
action” against the plant would 
be unlikely until after the Paris 
conference. 

Some analysts* believe the 
conference may be used for 
propaganda purposes against 
Arab countries. “There is also 


a trend to emphasise the 'dan- 
ger* of chemical weapons on 
Israel because of recent state-; 
meats by different parties im : 
‘plying that some Arab coun- 
tries possess chemical weapons 
and ground-to-ground missiles 
that could reach any place 
within Israel,” one Arab 
analyst said. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem is heading Jordan’s de- 
legation to the conference. Prior 
to his departure, Qasem ex- 
pressed hope that the confer- 
ence would come up with re- 
sults to save humanity from 
destructive weapons. He said 
Arab countries are at a grave 
risk from such weapons, from 
both east and west sides of the 
Middle East. 

The five-day conference is 
expected to issue a political 
declaration which, it is hoped, 
will be adopted by concensus. 
“It is not the aim of the confer- 
ence to judge any country or 
put any one on trial,” the 
Western diplomat commented. 
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raq says Iran 


massing troops, 
warns of fighting 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
accused Iran Friday of massing troops along the 
border with Iraq and said they could spark renewed 
Gulf war fighting following an August ceasefire. 


**We warn Iranian rulers 
{against) mobilising troops at our 
borders or repeating Threats to 
resume the war to achieve politic- 
al aims." Hussein said in an Army 
Day television and radio broad- 
cast. 

“We will not deal with (the 
troops) as a political ploy but as a 
real threat and real readiness to 
resume the aggression and war," 
he said. 

Iraq would consider taking me- 
asures in self-defence, he said. 
The August 20 U.N.-brokered 
ceasefire has been marred so far 
by only minor reports of viola- 
tions by both sides. 

Hussein, appearing in civilian 
clothes for the first time on Army 
Day since the war began in 1980, 
said Iran was flouring U.N. Re- 
solution 598 calling for peace and 
was responsible for lack of prog- 
ress in peace talks. 

He urged the international, 
community to beware of Iranian 
intentions. 



Saddam Hussein 


He repeated Iraq’s position 
that Iran had started the war in 
September 1980 and urged Arab 
countries, which mostly backed 
Iraq in the conflict, to continue to 
show support. 


Hussein said the Arab League 
should ensure that Lebanon held 
free elections to choose a presi- 
dent. 

He added that Iraq would sup- 
port the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) against what 
he said were attempts to blackmail 
it and influence its decisions. 

Referring to a meeting on che- 
mical warfare opeoing in Paris 
Saturday. Hussein said Iraq 
affirmed its adherence to a 1925 
Geneva protocol banning the use 
of chemical gases. 

Hussein said: “Iraq stresses its 
adherence to the protocol but this 
moral and legal adherence does 
not mean that we belittle the 
components of our national ... 
security." 

He said Israel possessed nuc- 
lear and chemical weapons that 
could reach many Arab cities, 
threatening regional security. 

“For these basic reasons Iraq 
will not tolerate issues that might 
weaken its capability to protect 
its security when it is faced by an 
aggression," he said. 

“I call on all Arab countries to 
adopt a unified stand in this field 
and at the Paris conference," he 
said. 


Vorontsov makes little progress 
in talks with Afghans in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A Soviet 
negotiator and Afghanistan's 
guerrillas failed to make progress 
in talks in Pakistan Friday about 
the composition of a government 
in Kabul after Moscow withdraws 
its troops. 


“There has been no agree- 
ment, there won't be until the 
cause of the bloodshed in Afgha- 
nistan. the Soviet troops and the 
puppet government, are re- 
moved," rebel delegation leader 
Sibghatullah Mojaddidi told re- 
porter after nearly five hours of 
talks with Soviet First Deputy 
. Foreign Minister Yuli Vorontsov. 


in just over a month. The first 
round was held in Saudi Arabia. 

“1 will tell you tomorrow.'' said 
Vorontsov, who will address a 
news conference before leaving 
Islamabad Saturday. 

Mojaddidi, chairman of a 
seven-party alliance based in 
Pakistan, said the negotiations 
would continue in the future. No 
date or venue had been fixed, he 
said. 


Vorontsov, also ambassador to 
Kabul, declined to discuss his 
meeting with the Mujahedeen, 
the second between the two sides 


Vorontsov arrived in the Pakis- 
tani capital Wednesday saying 
Moscow would recognise a 
broad-based government in 
Afghanistan after the troop with- 
drawal is completed next month. 


He also said the Soviet Union 
would not drop the ruling Peo- 
ple's Democratic Party of Afgha- 


nistan (PDPA) it has propped up 
since Soviet troops intervened in 
the country in 1979. 

On Friday the guerrilla delega- 
tion made up of PaJcisian-based 
and Iran-based representatives 
was insisting that President Na- 
jibuliah’s party had no place in a 
future administration. 

“We said they could include 
the Muslim elements, but not the 
communists or non-Muslim ele- 
ments... no-one will accept it in 
Afghanistan," said Mojaddidi, 
whose alliance has been fighting 
to set up an Islamic state over the 
past nine years. 

Mojaddidi said Vorontsov 
wanted a role for the PDPA, but 
at the same time did not insist on 
it during two sessions of talks in 
the Pakistan Foreign Ministry. 


Khasawneh: Jordan-PLO ties excellent 


(Continued from page 1) 
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concerned with all Arab issues," 
he said. “It is in such a healthy 
atmosphere that the Jordanian 
and Palestinian sides, through 
cooperation and coordination, 
can form a genuine example for 
collective Arab action, particular- 
ly in light of the fact that both 
sides are in direct confrontation 
. with Israel." 

However, he added, both sides 
also need Arab support to enable 
them to remain steadfast and 
preserve the Arab identity of 
•Palestine. 

Khasawneh welcomed the re- 
cently initiated dialogue between 
the U.S. and the PLO as a signifi- 
cant development “which" will 
.contribute to achieving just and 
fair peace acceptable to all pnies. 
particularly the Palestinian 
people.” 

- King Hussein played a key role 
,in explaining the Palestinian posi- 
tion. the minister said, especially 
with His Majesty's influence with 
world leaders after the U.S. de- 
nied an entry visa to Arafat to 
address the U.N. in New York. 

Khasawneh noted that the 
American administration was in a 
transition period and voiced hope 
that the Bush administration 
would play a positive role in 
convening an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. 

“King Hussein is an old friend 
of Bush.'* said the minister. 
"Contacts are now under way 
towards convening the interna- 


tional conference and these are 
not confined to the U.S. adminis- 
tration but also cover the Soviet 
Union and other permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council,” he said. 

Efforts aimed at coordinating 
the Arab position are also under 
way. he added. 

Khasawneh described Bush as 
well versed in international di- 
plomacy and very familiar with 
the Middle East situation. U.S.- 
Soviet relations and Arab de- 
velopments. ! 

“These are all factors that call 
for optimism that the Bush admi- 
nistration will assume a positive 
and active role in the Middle East 
question." Khasawneh said. 


direct negotiations with Israel on be- 
half of the Palestinian people or 
competing with the PLO for repre- 
sentation of the Palestinian people," 
he said. “On the contrary. Jordan’s 
role has been strengthened on the 
Arab as well as international scenes 
and this role has been derived from 
the nature of the Jordanian entity and 
its Arab message.” 


The minister said work was under 
way on revising ihe elections law and 
a special committee chaired by the 
interior minister has been entrusted 
with drawing up new legislation to 
■address certain aspects of the law and 
redistribute the constituencies. He 
said the Kingdom would be ready for 
general elections before the end of 
the year. 


Jordan's severance of legal and 
administrative links with the West 
Bank does not have any bearing on 
the Kingdom's political Tole in the 
region, the minister said. 

“Jordan's role or existence as a 
member slate of the Arab, regional 
and international order is not derived 
from the Arab- Israeli conflict." he 
said. "Jordan is an independent poli- 
tical entity since 1921. much before 
the unification of Ihe East and West 
Banks in 1950. and was one of the 
seven founder members of the 
League of Arab states in 1945," tile 
minister pointed out. 

Suggestions that Jordan became 
“weaker" after the break of relations 
with the West Bank are part of a 
hostile campaign aimed at weakening 
(he entire Arab order, Khasawneh 
said. 

"Jordan's role would have become 
weaker had it played n unacceptable 
political mle. such as agreeing, to 


Jordan’s economy has been 
affected by a regional depression, be 
said. “Our imports surpassed exports 
and led to a decrease in our foreign 
currency revenues and entailed a re- 
sponsible national' solution based on 
mforraingrthc citizens of the reality of 
the situation and moderating the use 
of public funds with a view to achiev- 
ing some savings, relying on ourselves 
and managing with the resources that 
wc have." 


Jordan tackled the situation in a 
commendable manner, which has 
been the subject of appreciation and 
praise from the president of the 
World Bank who visited the Kingdom 
recently, the minister pointed out. 

He said that unemployment poses a 
genuine problem which was discussed 
while adopting the budget for the 
year 1989. 


The minister called for a change in 
attitudes and values concerning em- 
ployment and workers in Jordan. 



ON PATROL — Syrian soldiers patrol 
southern Beirut suburbs after moving in earlier 


this week to disengage warring fighters of the 
Amal ni jij Ha and HizboUah. 


New border marker puts 
Taba back In Egypt — almost 


TABA, Egypt (R) — Proud 
Egyptian and sorrowful Israeli 
soldiers have placed the last red- 
and-white border marker on a hill 
overlooking the disputed Red Sea 
beach at Taba. 


An Israeli flag flapping from an 
observation post near Taba is 
now overshadowed by the mar- 
ker, a cement block topped by a 
pole. 

Troops planted it Wednesday, 
ending years of dispute over 
where it should stand but leaving 
other problems to be solved be- 
fore Egypt finally exercises 
sovereignty over the strip, one of 
the most popular beaches near 
Eilat. 


An international panel of arbit- 
rators in Geneva issued a binding 
verdict on the location of the 
marker last September which 
■effectively gave Egypt sovereign- 
ty over the 700-metre strip, seized 
by Israel during the 1967 war. 


“This occasion is a special and 
historic moment for Egypt," 
Egyptian Consul Ahmed A1 Mes- 
sairi told reporters. 

An Israeli soldier standing 
nearby was not so enthusiastic. 

“It is too bad Taba will return 
to Egypt," he said. "We have no 
choice. We have to follow orders 
and hope for the best." 


Israel kept Taba after it re- 
turned the rest of the Sinai penin- 
sula to Egypt in 1982 under the 
terms of its 1979 treaty with 
Cairo. The beach has been a 
thorn in relations since then. 

Multinational Force Observers 
(MFO), who police the Sinai to 
guarantee the peace, explained 
there were still obstacles to free 
Egyptian access to the beach. 

MFO Mike Burford pointed to 
about 200 metres of land between 
the border marker and vivid blue 
waters of the Gulf of Aqaba. 


“Although we are now on 
Egyptian soil, the line between 
this once-disputed border marker 
and the sea has not yet been 
derided," he said. 

Ownership of Taba’s five-star 
Avia Sonesta hotel, built by 


Israel in the shadow. of the Sinai 
Mountains, is another point of 
contention. 

Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
sources said talks with Israel 
would take place Saturday to 
discuss the hotel and an adjoining 
holiday beach camp. 

Egypt, which has vowed to 
reject any solution that does not 
give it absolute sovereignty and 
control over Taba. had offered to 
buy the hotel and run it jointly. 

But Israel rejected the offer, 
which would have- given Egypt 
majority ownership and the right 
to provide 90 per cent of the 
employees. 

Egyptian Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials appeared optimistic about a 
settlement. 

"The Egyptian flag will fly over 
Taba very soon and the with- 
drawal (of Israeli soldiers) will 
take place soon," said one offi- 
cial, who requested anonymity. 

But until a withdrawal is 
agreed, Egyptians, must get clear- 
ance from Israeli guards to enter 
the site. 


Khomeini’s message to Soviet 
leader was ‘prophetic call’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini acted in the 
tradition of the Prophet Moham- 
mad when he sent a message 
inviting Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to study Islam, 
according to the Iranian leader’s 
personal messenger. 

Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi 
Amoli, who handed the message 
to Gorbachev in Kremlin 
Wednesday, said on Iranian tele- 
vision Thursday night: 

“The Prophet issued messages 
to guide all societies. He sent 
delegations. The imam 
(Khomeini) did what the Prophet 
used to do." 

Amoli returned to Tehran after 
delivering the message in which 
Iran’s spiritual leader said com- 
munism belonged to museums 
and called on the Soviet leader to 
stop fighting God. 


Amoli and other members of 
the delegation to Moscow re- 
ported Thursday to Khomeini on 
their mission, the television said. 


The television quoted 
Khomeini's son and chief aide 


Ahmad as saying the ayatollah 
had told Gorbachev in the mes- 
sage that he was wrong to look to 
politics and economics as key 
areas of reform. 

“The main problem of your 
country is not ownership, eco- 
nomy or freedom. Your problem 
is lack of belief in God, the same 
problem which has brought or 
will bring the West to decadence 
and impasse also." Ahmad 
quoted the message, as saying. 

According to Ahmad’s 
account. Khomeini urged Gor- 
bachev to discard his predeces- 
sors’ policy of undermining reli- 
gion. 


Asked if he discussed Gor- 
bachev's reforms in Moscow. 
Amoli replied: “Yes. there were 
some discussions of those changes 
which are not unrelated to the 
upheavals of the Islamic revolu- 
tion under the leadership of His 
Eminence the Imam 
(Khomeini)." He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Another member of 
Khomeini's delegation to Mos- 
cow, Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Larijani. 
hailed the message as the first 
comprehensive one sent by 
Khomeini to any foreign leader. 

Quoted by the television, Lari- 
jani said Gorbachev had declared 
the desire of the Soviet leadership 
to expand political and economic 
ties with^Tehran and take part in 
Iran's reconstruction after the 
Gulf war with Iraq. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


France to upgrade PLO delegation in Paris 


PARIS (R) — - French President Francois Mitterrand ^ursday 
announced plans to upgrade soon the status of j 

Liberation Organisation (PLO) delegation to F^ce- delegation 
told a news conference the change would g»vethePLD 
in Paris "greater protection" without according it full ,P . 

that France had no o^echon .oponetpeo 
recognising a Palestinian state but that such a ^ate mi^have 
dearly-defined boundaries. Mitterrand said the 
state and PLO leader Yasser Arafat’s decision to recognise Israel s 
existence were “a big step forward. 


AUB classes resume after strike 


BEIRUT (R) — Students at the American University of Beirut 
(AUB) in west Beirut returned to classes Friday after a threenfay 
strike to demand an end to support for 

east Beirut. AUB spokesman Radwan Mawlawi told Reuters 
classes resumed in the morning, one day after con 
university officials. Acting Prime Minister Salim M [ Hoss and 
senior Syrian officere. A group of students tte 

Permanent Student Committee to Preserve the Unity ofAUB said 
Wednesday the east Beirut branch, known as the Off-Campus 
Programme (OCP). was a threat to the 123-year-old university and 
its academic standards. 


Egyptian in Cyprus sets himself alight 


LIMASSOL (R) — An Egyptian living m the Cypnot town of 
Limassol set his clothes on fire in protest against the 
two Libyan jets by U.S. fighters, police said Thursday. Mustafa 
Abdul Medgid. who is being treated in hospital for burns to his 
back, shoulders and hands, said he set himself alrght Wednesday 
when he heard news of the attack, police said. They said his 
Cvpriot wife found him on the floor of their home and called the 
neighbours for help. Hospital sources said his condition was not 
serious. 


Lahd to resume SLA command soon 


HAIFA (R) — General Antoine Labd, commander of an 
Israeli-backed militia in southern Lebanon, said Thursday he 
would soon resume command of bis unit after being wounded in an 
assassination attempt in November. Lahd, 61, gave the first public 
account of the attack in an interview with Reuters two days after 
leaving an Israeli hospital. He said the Lebanese woman who shot 
him, Suha Bshara, would be tried before a court-martial of his 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. Closely guarded by Lebanese 
and Israeli security men in an Israeli hotel. Labd recalled when 
Bshara fired two shots at him in his living room: “We were sitting 
virtually facing one another and at one point I turned to the side. 
When I turned back to face her, she had a revolver at the end of her 
outstretched arm, inches from my chest, and opened fire,” he said, 
mimicking the gesture. “I disarmed her myself," he added. Bshara, 
21, a secret member of the Lebanese Communist Party, had 
befriended his wife to gain # access to their home._ She taught in a 
youth club run by Lahd's wife. Lahd said: “I did not know her 
well." 


U.S. may shift jet training to Morocco 


RAMSTEIN ( AP) — The U.S. air force is exploring the possibility 
of moving some jet fighter training missions to Morocco as one of 
.the ways to ease the burden over densely populated West 
Germany, the air force's European chief said Thursday. General 
William’!. Kirk spoke amid a growing controversy in West 
Germany, hit by a series of military crashes that have fired up 
popular opinion against milirary training missions. Kirk, in an 
interview with the AP. also staunchly defended the need to keep up 
low-level training to have a “mission-ready" force in Central 
Europe. “We're looking at the possibility of moving some training 
'missions to Morocco.” Kirk said in his office in the sprawling U.S. 
air base in Ramstein in the southwestern part of West Germany. 
The base was the site of a fiery crash of an Italian air force stunt 
team that killed 70 people last August. The U.S. air force’s 
commander in chief in Europe emphasised that the talks between 
U.S. and Moroccan officials were at a “very preliminary stage.’* 


Fewer Soviets opt for Israel 


GENEVA (AP) — Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union 
soared to an eight-year high in 19S8, but the share of those opting 
to settle in Israel continued to decline, a Geneva-based resettle- 
ment agency said Thursday. Regina BoucauJt, spokeswoman of the 
Intergovernmental Committee for Immigration (ICM), said the 
3,510 December arrivals at the Vienna transit centre raised the 
1988 total to 20,082 Jewish emigrants. Last month, only 114, or 3.2 
per cent, said they wanted to continue to Israel, said Boucault. For 
all of 1988, the share was 7.1 per cent. In 1987. 24.4 per cent of the 
total of 8,01 1 chose to go to the Jewish state. Emigration was at an 
all-time low in 1984. with only 904 Jews allowed to leave the Soviet 
Union. In 1980, 21,470 emigrated. In both years, the share of those 
going on to Israel was still one third. The 1988 arrivals raised to 
281.934 the number of Jewish emigrants since the resettlement 
programme began in 1971. 


King reaffirms support for PLO moves 


(Continued from page I) 
into practice the Algiers summit 
resolution supporting of the 1 in- 
tifada," Abdul Rahman told the 
Jordan Times. He said an Arab 
summit would serve to strengthen 
Arab efforts towards convening 
an international peace confer- 
ence. 

Abdul Rahman said the com- 
mon Arab stand, represented 
mainly by a unified Arab vote to 
move the 1988 U.N. General 
Assembly session on Palestine to 
Geneva, had reflected positively 
on the international scene. 

“We will continue our peace 
offensive until we achieve a com- 
prehensive world concensus on 
the Palestinian initiative for 


peace and to torpedo Israel's 
position worldwide.” the PLO 
spokesman said. 

The recently launched PLO- 
U.S. talks, he said, are aimed at 
figuring out means and ways of 
reaching a comprehensive peace 
in the region. The talks, he said, 
will establish the main guidelines 
to negotiations at an international 
peace conference. He asserted 
however, that rhe intifada was 
not a question to be discussed 
during negotiations. “It (the in- 
tifada) will continue as lpng as the 
occupation is there," he said. 

Abdul Rahman said the PLO 
only stood to gain from the latest 
peace offensive and that Israel 
was in “isolation" worldwide. 


“We have presented the 
Palestinian credentials to partici- 
pate in the international peace 
conference." Abdul Rahman 
said. “No one. nor even rhe U.S., 
is asking anything more of us. 
They are now asking it of Israel." 

The PLO spokesman said the 
formation of a government for 
the state of Palestine was contin- 
gent upon international develop- 
ments — namely the convening of 
an international conference, with 
the participation of the PLO on 
equal footing with other parties. 

"There is no obstacle ro the 
formation of the government... a 
government will be formed once 
the conditions necessary for it to 
be formed are preseot," he said. 


Libyans await U.S. attack 


(Continued from page 1) 


pan-Arab organisation and prop- 
osed Jan. 11 for the special coun- 
cil meeting in Tunis. 

The Libyan government daily 
Al Fajr A! Jadid said rhe downing 
of the MiGs by two F-14s was 
linked to the imminent arrival in 
the Mediterranean of 13 more 
U.S. warships. 

“This shows clearly that the 
United States intends ro attack 
Libya. They are there to attack 
Libya and the attack against our 
planes is proof of this." the news- 
paper said. 

The paper’s report of the immi- 
nent arrival of 13 U.S. warships 
in the area appeared to be a 


reference to a fleet due to arrive 
in the Mediterranean next week. 

The ships, including the air- 
craft carrier Theodore Roosevelt, 
are expected ro relieve the carrier 
John F. Kennedy and its battle 
group. 

The U.S. jets involved in 
Wednesday's air dash flew from 
the Kennedy. Libya said its MiGs 
were unarmed reconnaissance 
planes on a routine mission. 

But the Lfaited States said 
videotape showed at least one of 
MiGs was armed with missiles. 

At the U.N., the Soviet L^nion 
rejected as “absolutely unfound- 
ed" the United State’s claim it 
acted in self-defence in shooting 
down the planes. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel 77 Jill- 19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15J0 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

U:45 Children programme 

16:45 AraNt senes 

17; 10 Educiuotul programme 

1700 China children 

18:00 News summary 

18:05 Message from Iraq 

IMS A pb> by Shakespeare 

• Local programme 

1900 . . ... . .. . Programme review 

NfcOO News in Arabic 

2000 Local series 

2100 Programme review 

21:45 Local programme 

22:45 Arabic play 

23:8® Newt in Arabic 

iJ:l® Hay continued 


PROGRAMME TWO 
tfcflO Cousteau; A la Rrdccouvcne du 
Monde 

1M0 News in French 


19:15 L_i Vic En Punne 

19*J# News in Hebrew 

20:90 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Paul Daniel's Magic Show 

21:10 Allred Hitchcock 

21:35 Saturday Variety Show 

2fc09 News in English 

22:20 Feature film: "CoM Summer at 
1*953" 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 Fajr 

06J2 t Sunrise) Ditto 

tl.41 Dfauhr 

14:27 -Asr 

10:50 Maghreb 

10:12 -bha 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies oT God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church ot the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sulk Church Tel. 661757 


Terrssanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tci. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Coogregadoo Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jons Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahib Tel. 815SI7. 821264 


ate and seas calm. 

Min./max. temp. 

Amman 3 / 10 

Aqaba 6/18 

Deserts 9 

Jordan Valley 7 ! 16 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 9. Aqaba 16. Humidity readings: 
Amman 70 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 


WEATHER 


BuSctin svppHed by ihe Deparzomii of 
Meteorology . 


It mil be partly doudy and another 
increase oo temperature is expected- 
Winds will be light and variable. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly modcr- 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Nahtf AJ Maridr 615338 

Dr, Yahia Abdul Rahim 736074 

Dr. Ahmed Othman 786384 

Dr. Mahmoud Al Awadi 741391 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aseroa pharmacy 637055 


Nairoufch pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmctsani pharmacy 637660 

1RBID: 

Dr. Marwan Habbab (—1 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy WS238 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Aani Khalil ( — 1 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Directorate 661 J 11 

Civil Defence InuacdiaU! 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 198. 891228 

8k>od Bank 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

Public Security Directorate 

656000 1 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 


Price Complaints ‘ „ 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints S974n? 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Gills 1 7 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 U 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 648411. 6363SI 

RJ Flight Information OS-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381V32 

Khalidi Maternity .J. Aran ... 6442S1/6 
AJtileh Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Matcmiiy 642362 


MaJhas. J. Amman o3oJ40 

Palestine. Shmctsani wai7lM 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahh. Abdali 664164/6 

/Kalian, Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Boshir, J. Ashraftch 775111/26 

Army. Marks 89161 1/|5 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zama National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Rm Sim Hospital (09)986732 

Princess Basina Hospital „ (021275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

(bn AINafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQA0A? 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3l4in 

market prices 


Uppcr/Urwcr price in fifc per kg. 


Apple 420 / 380 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar’l 300 / 250 

420/360 

Broad beans 750 1 650 

Cabbage 120 / 80 

Car rws 270 / 200 

Cauliflower 200 / 140 

Cucumbers . 360 / 300 

500 / 400 

Eggplant (large) 90/50 

Eggplant (small) 170/120 

SH*---: 300 / 200 

Grapefruit 160 / 120 

Marrow (large) 140/100 

Marrow (small) 250 / 200 

Orange CFrench) 340/280 

Grange (Shammouri) 330 / 280 

O^tUdry) 200 /760 

280/200 

!£**• - 260/200 

220/160 

Toa,MO “ 260 / 200 
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National News 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


PRINCE FAISAL VISITS GEOGRAPHIC CENTRE; His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ibn Hussein Thursday visited the Royal 
Jordanian Geographic Centre where he was briefed on the centre’s 
establishment, development, and duties. Prince Faisal then toured 
the various sections of the centre and expressed a dmir ation on its • 
high standard. (Petra) 

U>S. ENVOY MEETS MINISTERS; Agriculture Minister Yusuf 
Hamdan A1 Jabr and Supply Minister Dr. Fayez A1 Tarawneh 
Thursday separately received U.S. Ambassador in Amman Roscoe 
Suddarth. Dunng.the two meetings, discussions dealt with the 
» possibility to hold an expanded meeting by a number of Jordanian 
and U.S. experts in agriculture next week, so as to exchange 
information on the agricultural developments and to discuss supply 
and trade relations between the two countries. (Petra) , 

. OMANI AIDE ENDS VISIT: Director General of the Omani Bank 
for Agriculture and Fishing Sa.’d Ibn Mousa A1 Juneibi Friday left 
A mma n at the conclusion of a seven-day visit to Jordan during which 
he was briefed on a number of agricultural projects 'financed by the 
Agricultural Credit Corporation in Jordan. (Petra) 

ROYAL PAVILLION: Transport and Telecommunications Minis- 
ter Khalid f\J Haj Hassan Thursday inspected work underway at the 
Royal Paviilion in Queen Alia International Airport. It is noteworthy 
that the pavflhon will be officially opened in late January. (Petra) 

MINISTER INSPECTS RENOVATION WORK: Culture and 
National Heritage Minister Moh amm ad A1 Hammouri Thursday 
inspected work underway at. the Audeon in Amman .and the steps 
undertaken to renovate the Roman Amphitheatre. (Petra) 

MEMO FROM YUGOSLAVIA: The 'government . has received a 
memorandum from the Yugoslavian government requesting Jordan’s 
support for the Yugoslav candidate to the post of director of 
International Consultative Committee for Radio Telecommunication 
at the International Union of Telecommunication. (Petra) 

PSD WARNS DRIVERS: The Public Security Department (PSD) 
has urged drivers to drive carefully their vehicles in Amman, 
particularly in its western areas, to avoid skidding in light of the drop 
in temperatures. (Petra) 

AMERICAN TEAM TO ARRIVE: A fifteen-member congression- 
al delegation wfil arrive in Amman in few days on a visit to Jordan at 
the invitation of the World Affairs Council. According to Ai 
Dust our. the delegation will meet with senior officials and participate 
in an open dialogue on current affairs. (J.T.) 

BAD FOOD DESTROYED: The Public Safety Committee Thurs- 
day destroyed large amounts of food as their validity expired. The 
committee- urged the citizens to be cooperative and report merchants 
who sell food with expired validity. (Petra) 

SEMINAR ON CONTEMPORARY ART: The Culture and 
National Heritage Ministry Thursday held a seminar at the Royal 
Cultural Centre on the influence of the contemporary trends on 
- plastic art in Jordan. The participants discussed plastic art in Jordan, 
artistic work and the goal of art. (Petra) 

. OVERTIME FOR MEDICAL STAFF: Deputy Prime Minister 
and Education Minister Dhouqan Al Hindawi has stressed that owing 
to the government's interest in promoting medical services, the 
cabinet decided to let workers in this sector continue receiving their 
overtime allowances in the same way as it has always been. 
According to Al Dustotir, the minister said that the cabinet would 
shortly consider further allowances commensurate with job responsi- 
bility, the difficulties faced and the location of employment The 
paper said this was announced in a speech by Health Minister Zuhair 
Malhas on behalf of Hindawi at the graduation ceremony of a batch 
of participants in a course on school health services. (J.T.) 

HOTEL MARKETING: The Ministry of Tourism, in cooperation 
with the Jordan Hotel Association, will hold a seminar on hotel 
marketing in Amman from Jan. 10 to Jan. 12. A number of officials 
from the Ministry of Tourism and representatives from Jordanian 
hotels will take part in the seminar. (Petra) 

P IRE IN ZARQA: A fire broke out at a toy shop in Zarqa near the 
gold market. Al Dustour says that firemen put out the fire and that 
most of the store contents weee destroyed. No losses in life were 
sustained, the paper said. (J.T.) 

IMPORTS OF FRESH MEAT: Ministry of Supply has reported 
that fresh imported meat will go on sale effective Saturday. This 
follows a suspension of imports in the wake of the Christmas and 
New Year Ibolidays. (J.T.)I 

Decree 
approves 
nomination 
of honorary 
consul 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
cree has been issued approving 
the Domination of Izzat Rasbed 
Dajani as Jordan's honorary con- 
sul to the Seychelles. 

Dajani graduated from De La 
Salle College in Amman and pur- 
sued higher studies at Hastings 
College of- Further Education, 

Worthing College of Further 
Education, and Liverpool School 

* of Pharmacy in England, where 
be acquired his B.Sc degree in 
pharmacy. 

He has been a member of the 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain, the Jordan Phar- 
maceutical Association, and the 
Institute of Pharmacy Manage- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

•it An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gallery.. 

☆ The Iraqi Cultural Week which includes an exhibition by the 
Iraqi artist Salam Al Madamgheh and an exhibition of 
children’s paintings and children’s literary and cultural books, 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

£ An exhibition entitled “New Muslim Bnfldings in the Federal 
Republic of Germany” at the Yarmonk University — 11:00 
a.m. 

LECTURE 


ir A lecture entitled “Talk on Media” (in Arabic) by Dia’a Al 
■ Deen Ai Rifai at Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation — 6:00 
p.m. 

FILMS 


£ A German video fflm for children entitled *Tch Hatte Einen 
Traum” (1 Jiad a dream) at the Goethe Institute — 4:00 p.m. 
£ A German video film entitled “Deutschlandspfegei” (The 
German Scene) at the Goethe Institute — 7:00 p.m. 



Izzat Hashed Dajani 


ment International (G.B.). 

P He has also been a member of the 
executive committee of the Jor- 
dan British Society, an active 
member of its cultural executive, 
sub-committee, and vice chair- 
man of the public relations sub- 
committee. 



His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by Prime 'Field Marshal Sharif Zak) Ibn Shako*, Thursday 
Minister Zaid Rifai and Chief of the Royal Court visits the Public Security Department (Petra photo) 


Al Hussein praises PSD’s efforts 
to enhance security in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Thursday visited 
the Public Security Department 
(PSD) and met with its Director 
General Abdul Hadi Al Majali 
who briefed him on current plans 
for promoting the department's - 
activities and services. 

King Hussein expressed satis- 
faction with the department's 


efforts and voiced appreciation of 
the PSD's endeavours to enhance 
the Kingdom's security and sta- 
bility. 

He also commended the high 
standard of the PSD's qualifica- 
tion and efficiency and its effi- 
cient handling of various cases 
related to public safety and police 
work in general. 


King Hussein, who was accom- 
panied on the visit by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai and Chief of 
the Royal Court Held Marshal 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker gave 
directives to the PSD chief to 
maintain the momentum of the 
PSD’s efforts and contribute 
more towards the country's secur- 
ity and stability. 


Jordan prepares to mark Arbor Day 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan . Minister of Agriculture You- land in near the radio station will 
celebrates Arbor Day with tree sef Hamdan Al Jaber Thursday be planted with forest trees, 
planting ceremonies in different inspected the main site of the The Agriculture Department in 
parts of the country. Arbor Day ceremony in the Jerash said that it will hold an 

The Ministry of Agriculture’s grounds of the new Radio Trans- Arbor Day celebration on Jan. 
nurseries have produced mission Station near Kharraneh, 22. It said that tree planting will 
thousands of forest and fruit tree some 50 kilometres east of Am- take place on a large scale in the 
saplings to be distributed to indi- man. and checked preparations Zarqa River Basin and urged all 
viduals, farmers, and organisa- ' for the occasion. departments and school children 

tions to be planted in their re- According to the Ministry of to take part in the tree planting 
gions. Agriculture nearly 500 dunums of process. 



Minister nf Transport and Telecommunications Khaled Ai Hai Hassan receives Indian Ministry of Railways 
Secretary An up Singh in Amman (Petra photo) 


Indian railway official ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — 
Secretary to the government of 
India at the Ministry of Railway, 
Mr. An up Singh, has left for 
home following meetings here 
with Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Khaled Al 
Haj Hassan and attending a cere- 
mony in Aqaba to inaugurate a 
workshop which would provide 
maintenance services to the 
Aqaba Railway Corporation. 

The minister voiced Jordan’s 
desire to further boost its rela- 
tions and cooperation with India 
in all fields in general and in 
transport, railway and sea ports 
affairs in particular.. 

Singh for his part said that his 
country was deeply satisfied for 
the facilities given by the Jorda- 
nian government to the Indian 
Railway Construction Corpora- 


tion which built the maintenance 
workshop in Aqaba. 

Singh and other Indian officials 
were present at the inauguration 
ceremony in Aqaba Wednesday. 

The workshop which took 18 
months to build at the cost of JD 
1.5 million was set up on a 3.500- 
square-metre piece of land, and 
was designed to provide mainte- 
nance services to the Aqaba Rail- 
way Corporation’s (ARC) 
locomotives. 

Apart from the maintenance 


area which is equipped with up to 
date machinery the complex in- 
cludes administrative offices, 
laboratories and affiliated in- 
stallations. 

Haj Hassan said the workshop 
was needed to cope with the 
ever-growing volume of rail 
transport operations and the con- 
stant maintenance needed for the 
29 locmotives owned by the ARC 
to transport phosphate from the 
mines at Hassa to Aqaba where it 
is loaded on vessels for transport. 


NEW MOSQUES IN BALQA: The Awqaf Department in Balqa 
Govemorate Thursday began the construction of a mosque at the 
Salt Community College at the cost of JD 40,000. The department is 
• currently constructing five mosques in Deir Alla district and Hawd AJ 
Ba q’a a t the cost of JD 87,(X)0. The department completed the 
construction of six mosques in various parts of the govemorate at the 
cost of JD 111,000. (Petra) 


Tabbaa in Muscat for economic 
committee talks due to start today 


MUSCAT (Petra, J.T.) — Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Hamdi 
Tabbaa has arrived in Muscat to 
lead Jordan’s delegation to the 
joint Jordanian-Omani Economic 
Committee which is due to open 
meetings here Saturday. 

The joint committee will dis- 
cuss cooperation in industry and 


trade and means of bolstering 
Jordanian-Omani cooperation in 
other fields. 

The Omani side to the talks 
mil be led by Mr. Salem Ghazali, 
the country's minister of trade 
and industry. 

On the eve of his departure for 


IT injured in bus accident 


AMMAN (J.T) — Eleven pas- 
sengers of * public transport bus 
were injured on the Amrnan - 
Wadi Seer main road, according 
to a report in Al Dustour daily. 

The report said that the bus 
skidded on the wet and slippery 
road and was hurled over its side. 

The injured were rushed to 
hospital by the dvfl defence men 
for treatment. 


The paper also reported the 
death or a three-year-old girl and 
the injuiy of eight others while 
riding a bus on die Azraq-Zarqa 
road. 

The report said that injuries 
were caused as a result of a road 
accident that involved the bus 
and that the injured were being 
treated at the Zarqa Government 
Hospital. 


Oman, Tabbaa reviewed with 
members of his team topics to be 
discussed at the Muscat meeting 
and said that the two sides will 
discuss the prospect of increasing 
the sale of Jordan’s national pro- 
ducts to Oman and the importa- 
tion of larger quantities of Omani 
fish through the Ministry of 
Supply. 

Also on the agenda of Satur- 
day’s meeting is the question of 
organising a Jordanian industrial 
fair in Muscat to help promote 
the sale of Jordanian vegetables 
and fruit to Oman and help facili- 
tate the flow of exchanged goods 
between the two countries. 

The question of setting up a 
joint holding company to serve as 
an umbrella for implementing 
joint projects will also be ex- 
amined -at the meeting. 
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226,754 foreigners reside in Jordan 


Non-Jordanians committed 
1,047 crimes last year 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T) — Non- Jordanians living in 
the country last year committed a total of 1,047 
crimes ranging fro m theft to unmoral behaviour 
compared to 1,068 in 1987, according to Colonel 
Mohammad Tarazi, director of the Alien and 
Border Posts Division at the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD). 


nian workers into the Kingdom 
and all non- Jordanians wishing to 
work in the country have to ac- 
quire a written approval from the 
Ministry of Labour in accordance 
with agreements concluded by Jordan 
with Egypt, Turkey, India, Tuni- 
sia and other countries which 
export labourers to the Kingdom. 
Tarazi noted. 


He said that crimes associated 
with immoral behaviour commit- 
ted by the non-Jordanians in the 
past year amounted to 112 com- 
pared to 76 in 1987. 

Tarazi's statement was pub- 
lished by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, coincided with a report 
in the local press Friday that two 
non-Jordanians were found to 
have smuggled heroin inside their 
bodies. 

The report said that the PSD 
suspected that the two men con- 
cealed drugs within their sto- 
machs and were referred to the 
Al Bashir Hospital in Amman for 
X-ray and laboratory tests, which 
revealed the presence of strange 
objects within their intestines. 

As the two refused to admit 
their guilt they were told that 
surgical operations would be con- 
ducted to extract the unidentified 
objects, the report said. 

Faced with this situation, it 
added, the two admitted swallow- 
ing six tiny bags containing heroin 
which they smuggled into the 
country. 

Tarazi spoke in an extensive 
interview conducted by the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, to dis- 
cuss the non-Jordanian workers’ 
situation in the Kingdom. 

The agency said that the pre- 
sence of non-Jordanian workers 
has its negative effect on the local 
labour market and the national 
economy. This it said is repre- 
sented in foreign workers com- 
peting with Jordanians for jobs 
and the continual drain of hard 
currency. 

Based on the interviews and 
official statements the agency 
estimated that a total of JD 100 
million in hard currency is being 
transferred annually by non- 
Jordanian workers here to their 
own country, and Petra added 
that the non-Jordanian workers 
were, like Jordanian citizens, be- 
nefiting from the subsidised basic 
food commodities, and in some 
cases a number of them were 
causing adverse social and health 
effects on the Jordanian society. 

The government in its drive to 
find employment for Jordanians 
and rationalise spending to boost 
the national economy, has intro- 
duced measures to organise the 
employment of non-Jordanians 
and imposed fines on those not 
abiding by Jordanian laws, Pecra 
noted. 

At present the government is 
charging JD 100 for work permits 
issued to Arab workers not em- 
ployed in agriculture, up from JD 
30 while JD 10 continues to be 
the rate for work permits for 
those employed in agriculture. 

Non-Arab workers employed 
in the Kingdom now pay JD 300 
for their work permits if they 
work in fields other than agricul- 
ture or nursing, for which they 
pay JD 50 only. 

According to new regulations, 
employers will have to pay a JD 
50 to JD 75 fine for every month 
in which their non-Jordanian 
workers failed ro get a renewal 
for work permits or for doing 



Col. Mohammad Tarazi 


work other than the type for 
which they had originally been 
employed. 

According to Petra. non-Jorda- 
nians are not allowed to work as 
clerks in offices, accountants, sec- 
retaries, typists, telephone oper- 
ators, or as artists and storekeep- 
ers. But the Ministry of Labour in 
certain cases allows non-Jorda- 
nians to work as teachers, drivers, 
shop assistants, petrol station 
attendants and technicians. 

The ministry allows foreign 
companies undertaking develop- 
ment projects in the Kingdom to 
bring in foreign workers to be 
employed on their projects, the 
agency quoted. 

According to Tarazi, by Dec. 
31, 1988. there were a total of 
226,754 non-Jordanians living in 
the Kingdom. He said that these 
belonged to 146 different 
nationalities but that 176,602 of 
whom were Arabs from Egypt, 
Syria and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries. 

Tarazi said that last yeat-resi- 
dence permits were issued to 
45,733 non-Jordanians coming 
here as temporary' visitors for 
three months or as students. 

Referring to non- Arab workers 
in the country, Tarazi said that 
they were from Sri Lanka, India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and the. 
Philippines most of whom work 
as domestic servants. Tarazi said 
that 13,129 of these non- Arabs 
are now serving as domestic ser- 
vants and maids. 

There is close coordination and . 
cooperation between the Minis- 
tries of Labour and Interior con- 
cerning the entry of non-Jorda- 


T earns inspect firms 

According to Mr. Mohammad 
Hadidi, director of the Labour 
Ministry's Amman Employment 
Department, teams have been 
assigned the task of carrying out 
inspection at various firms, com- 
panies and institutions to ensure 
that they abide by the laws con- 
cerning the employment of non- 
Jordanians. 

HadidTsaid that there had been 
increasing number of violations 
due to the fact that some of the 
workers are doing jobs other than 
those they applied for upon entry 
here, or because the employers 
do not disclose the number^pf 
their workers to avoid paying 
social security fees for them. 

The Labour attache at the 
Egyptian Embassy here, Mr. 
Mohammad Al Fateh, said that 
only 50,000 out of 125,000 Egyp- 
tians working in Jordan have paid 
fees for work permits in the past 
year and attributed this to the low 
'level wage they get, and the 
employers insistence that the 
workers pay their own fees. 

Fateh urged all workers to pay 
their dues to the concerned au- 
thorities or face the prospect of 
being evicted from the country. 

• He said Egyptians wishing to 
come to work here should acquire 
a work permit endorsed by the 
Ministry of Labour in advance. 

According to Hadidi. in the 
past two weeks the Amman Em- 
ployment Office were flooded 
with applications by non-Jorda- 
nian Arab workers wishing to 
renew their permits and pay their 
dues because they were afraid of 
being evicted. 

The Egyptian labour attache, 
for his part, raid that a large 
number of Egyptian workers 
have now left the country because 
of the increase in the work permit 
fees and the decline in the ex- 
change ' rate after the readjust- 
ment of the value of the Jorda- 
nian dinar. 

This view was backed by Col. 
Tarazi who said that the border 
posts and airports lately witnes- 
sed an exodus of domestic ser- 
vants of different nationalities 
due to the increase in the work 
permits and the fine imposed on 
violators of the law. 

Tarazi predicted that 1989 will 
witness a large increase in the 
number of non-Jordanian people 
leaving the country especially as 
Jordanian families employing 
maids have begun to terminate 
their services. 


Customs revenues amount 
to JD 232,740,913 in 1988 . 

AMMAN (Petra) — Customs re- He said that the Amman Cus- 
venues in Jordan during the past toms Centre had the lion’s share 
year amounted to JD 232,740,913 of these revenues, collecting JD 
against JD 217,964,971 in 1987, 92,449,570, followed by Aqaba 
according to Customs Depart- Customs Centre and Amman 
■ment Director Genera) Adel Airport. 

Qudah. 



Iraqi Armed Forces anniversary 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan 
Gbafel Jassem Hussein Thursday held a recep- 
tion at the Regency Hotel in Amman to mark toe 
68th anniversary of the Iraqi Armed Forces. 
Among the guests were Speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Education Thou- 
qan Hindawi, several cabinet ministers, senior 
officials, high ranking army officers, as well as 
military attaches at foreign embassies in Amman 


and the speaker of the Palestine National Council 
Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh. In Mafraq a' 
ceremony was held at the Iraqi Martyrs Cemetery 
and the Iraqi ambassador along with other 
officials, who were present, redted verses of the 
Holy Koran while the Armed Forces Band, 
played. The ambassador, the Mafraq governor' 
and other offidals later laid wreaths on the tombs » 
of the martyrs (Pecra photo) 
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We welcome fair 
signals 


THE ADVENT of the George Bush administration in a few 
days is generating much interest and optimism worldwide. 
Bush's credentials as an experienced and seasoned states- 
man have provoked great expectations in various countries, 
especially in the Arab World where several regional 
conflicts that permeate the political fabrics of the North 
African and Middle Eastern .Arab countries still await 
resolution. Yet the news reports emanating from Washing- 
ton that President-elect Bush intends or even contemplates 
sending ex-U.S. Secretary of State Henry' Kissinger to the 
Middle East to help settle the Arab-Israeli conflict give the 
Arab side shivers and awe. The Arab anxiety stems from the 
trail of negative experiences and false expectations that Dr. 
Kissinger had left behind him in the Middle East during the 
times when he. as the LI.S. Secretary of State, supervised 
and orchestrated the events and circumstances surrounding 
the Arab- Israeli conflict in the early seventies. Unless Dr. 
Kissinger has mellowed ideologically and politically vis-a-vis 
the Arab side of the Middle Eastern story and can establish 
beyond a shadow of doubt that he is now fair and balanced 
towards the Arab-Israeli conflict, there is fear that his 
arrival to the Middle East scene would provoke suspicions 
about the real intents of the new U.S. administration. 

As the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict took comfort in 
the expectations that President-elect Bush intends to accord 
the Middle East regional issues a top priority, they are 
awaiting impatiently for the kind of signals from Washing- 
ton that could rekindle hope and conviction that the hard 
core issues of war and peace in this region would be dealt 
with fairly and squarely. Should the final verdict of the new 
administration be to dispatch Dr. Kissinger to us in the 
Middle East to “patch” up the Palestinian conflict as a high 
priority issue, are the Arab parties to expect some policy 
guideline statements from the new projected American 
envoy that would assure the Arab side that be is no longer 
blindly committed to Che Israeli strategic welfare and 
security at the expense of Arab security and legitimate 
aspirations? Above all Dr. Kissinger is called upon to think 
and plan not only geopolitically but also ethically and 
morally. The Arab parties are counting on the fact that 
perhaps with age. Dr. Kissinger is much wiser now than he 
has ever been. Should this be the case, he would be most 
welcome to practice his proven talents in our midst. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i daily Friday discussed the downing by U.S. forces of two 
Libyan aircraft over the Mediterranean which drew worldwide 
condemnation. The incident has caused an escalation in tension 
and dealt a hard blow to the current improvement in U.S.-Arab 
relations, the paper noted. The paper ’reiterated Minister of 
Information Ham Khasawneh s statement in which he said that 
Jordan backs Libya in view of nationalist ties and the joint Arab 
defence pact. Libya has declared more than once that a plant set 
up near Tripoli was for the manufacture of pharmaceuticals and 
not for producing chemical weapons as claimed by \V;ishington 
and has expressed readiness to allow international inspection to 
prove its stand, the paper said. But it is strange to see Washington 
resorting to force against Libya at a time when it condones Israel's 
continued drisc to enhance its nuclear capabilities and Tei Aviv's 
disregard to all international norms and principles, the paper said. 
It concluded by sjving that the U.S. action was a clear 
provocation against Tripoli and a clear indication that the 
American administration had not taken one single serious step 
towards adjusting its policies in the Middle East. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily criticises the U.S. for escalating 
tension in the region by downing two Libyan planes with no 
justification Mahmoud Al Rimawi says that the incident, coming 
shortly before the convening of an international conference in 
Paris to tackle the issue of chemical weapons and two weeks 
before the end of the Reagan administration's mandate can be 
regarded as violating the spirit of the international detente. The 
incident, he continues, has prompted Moscow to condemn the 
action and prompted other nations to express concern over the 
future of international relations and brought about total conde- 
mnation from Arab and Islamic and Third World nations. This 
American unprovoked action. Rimawi maintains, is a sudden step 
towards poisoning world atmosphere and is bound to leave very 
negative effects on East-West ties. 

Al Dustour wrote an editorial entitled solidarity with the Libyan 
people, tn which it echoed Jordan's backing for Tripoli in the face 
of Washington's threats and provocation. Jordan like ail Arab 
countries views Washington’s downing of two Libyan planes as an 
unjustified act of aggression and an open act of war against 
another country, the paper said. What is more dangerous it said is 
that the incident came amidst an already tense world atmosphere 
caused by Washington’s accusations against Libya that it produces 
chemical weapons. Washington’s resort to force in dealing with 
Libya it added can only be interpreted as another move by the 
U.S. to avoid serious steps leading towards stability and security 
in the Middle East. 


Sawt Al Shaab daily for its part also dwelt on the same topic 
describing any act of force by Washington as an act of terrorism 
that can only draw disgust and anger The paper described the 
American downing of two Libyan planes as an act of aggression 
on Libya that can only lead to an escalation of tension in an area 
that suffered a great deal from previous conflicts. It said that 
international opposition against Washington's possible acts of 
aggression on Libyan territory has now forced the U.S. to retreat 
from its stand and refrain from committing further aggressions. 


Security cooperation with U.S. is opportunity for PLO 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 


TUNIS — The PLO has an 
opportunity to underpin its new 
- relationship with the United 
States through security coopera- 
tion against radical Palestinian 
groups opposed to the dialogue 
that opened in Tunis last month. 

The first test case is the bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am airliner over 
Scotland on Dec. 21. attributed 
by numerous security specialists 
to any of several fringe groups 
which reject the leadership of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Ibrahim Souss. Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) representative in 
Paris, said Tuesday the organisa- 
tion was ready to give Washing- 
ton any information it gets on the 
bombing. 

“We are going- to cooperate 
with the United States to try to 
find clues and provide them with 
certain information which the 
PLO can get hold of,” he said in a 
radio interview. 

Arafat, whose organisation has 
an experienced intelligence net- 
work throughout the Middle 
East, has already asked his offices 
worldwide to report any informa- 
tion about the disaster, a PLO 
diplomat told Reuters in Nicosia. 

The subject came up at a meet- 
ing in Tunis last Saturday be- 
tween U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Pelletreau and PLO representa- 
tive Hakam Balawi. both .of 
whom took part in the first round 
of official PLO-American talks 
on Dec. 16. 

The White House said Pellet- 
reau told Balawi that Washington 
would welcome any information 
the PLO might uncover. U.S. 
administration officials said Bala- 
wi promised to pass the request 


on to Arafat. 

Diplomats in Tunis, where the 
PLO has its headquarters, say the 
organisation, has every incentive 
to help, as long as neither party 
makes too much noise about it. > 

Renunciation of terrorism was 
one of Washington’s precondi- 
tions for dialogue with the PLO 
and the United Slates has made 
clear it expects Arafat to live up 
to this commitment. 

By helping track down his 
hardline opponents, Arafat not 
only protects his own followers 
but also protects the dialogue 
with Washington, which was one 
of the PLO's longstanding tactical 
objectives, the diplomats say. 

“It’s another step to helping 
combat (terrorism), especially 
.when its interests are the target, 
and the dialogue adds to that," 
one diplomat said. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Souss made the same point, 
saying he thought the aim of the 
Pan Am bombing was to block 
“all attempts to seek a peaceful 
political solution to the Palesti- 
nian-Israeli conflict.” 

Both the PLO and Washington 
have said extremist groups might 
cany out attacks in the hope of 
pinning the blame on the PLO 
and disrupting the 1 ' new dialogue. 
The PLO has said Israel might try 
the same tactic for the same 
purpose. 

Arafat is likely to expect 
Washington to return any favour 
by tipping him off about any 
Israeli plans to attack members of 
his own organisation. But this 
would only come at a later stage, 
die diplomats said. 

The PLO. in the first round of 
talks last month, asked the Un- 
ited States to define its position 


on what it calls acts of Israeli state 
terrorism. It says the assassina- 
tion of PLO military chief Abu 
Jihad in Tunis last April was such 
an act. 

The danger for the PLO of too 


close an association with U.S. 
intelligence is that its opponents 
would portray it as a traitor to the 
Arab cause. 

It could also complicate rela- 
tions with Libyan leader Muam- 


mar Qadhafi, who continues to 
treat Arafat courteously despite 
an official policy of no comprom- 
ise with Israel. 

After Arafat last month re- 
nounced terrorism and recog- 


nised Israel’s right to exist, Li- 
byan Foreign Minister Jaddallah 
Azzouz Al Talhi said his country 
still held that “what has been 
taken by force (Palestine) can 
only be recovered by force.” 
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A Palestinian state would wipe out Israel? preposterous 


By Abba Eban - 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM -- 
The recent definitions of Palesti- 
nian attitudes will not “solve” the 
Middle Eastern crisis or bring a- 
negotiation with Israel into early 
view. But all attempts in Israel 
and the United States to portray 
them as worthless or fraudulent 
have incurred failure. Moreover, 
it is absurd to suggest, as many of 
Israel's friends have, that the 
American decision to talk to the 
Palestine .Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) threatens Israel’s very 
survival. 

The evolution in Palestinian 
thinking toward “realistic and 
pragmatic positions on the key 


We need 
our rain 
water 

By Abdullah Al Khatib 

JORDAN can by no means toler- 
ate the loss of millions of cubic 
metres of rain water which each 
year flow down through the wadis 
and the Zarqa River to accumu- 
late in a huge reservoir behind 
the King Talal Dam. 

This precious water used for 
irrigation in the Jordan Valley is 
being consistently polluted by 
factory waste, chemicals, was- 
tewater and other pollutants 
being continuously dumped into 
the Zarqa River. 

Agricultural production that 
can cam the country millions of 
dinars is being sacrificed for the 
sake of winning thousands for a 
handful of factories erected along 
the banks of the Zarqa River. 

The reservoir behind the King 
Talal Dam is now estimated to 
contain 50 million cubic metres of 
rain water, much of which had 
passed through the Zarqa River 
on its way to the dam area; and 
forecasts expect that the reser- 
voir will hold some SO million 
cubic metres of water by the end 
of the current winter season. 

Is it logical to keep things as 
they are, and allow the water to 
get polluted year after year, en- 
dangering lives and rendering 
farming unproductive? This 
pollution which has been going 
on for at least the past ten 
years, ought to stop now 
through a firm measure, since no 
drastic action had. yet been taken 
hv the factories themselves to put 
an end to such contamination of a 
precious resource required for 
Jordan's development. 

Companies which had set up 
plants along the river have not 
shown any responsibility towards 
protecting the environment and 
contributing towards the coun- 
try's development. All they think 
of is obviously profit, come what 
may. 

I urgently call on the con- 
cerned authorities to save our 
water resources and protect the 
lives and livelihood of millions of 
people by making sure that the 
factories in question do not cause 
any pollution to rhe water and the 
surrounding environment, or 
adversely affect the nation's 
Wealth . 


issues.” as President Ronald 
Reagan has said, is either real or 
illusoiy. If it is real it would be 
reckless not to probe it in its frill 
scope and depth. If it is all a hoax 
and a fraud, it is important to 
expose it. In either case, it was 
absolutely right for Secretary of 
State George Shultz to inaugu- 
rate an exploratory dialogue. 

The reasons for believing that 
the Palestine leadership is on a 
’new course are too strong for 
out-of-hand rejection. First, 
there is the impressive unanimity 
of belief among all the statesmen 
who have ever shown respect for 
Israel's rights. It would be absurd 
for Israelis to assume that Mr. 
Reagan, Margaret Thatcher, 
Francois Mitterrand, American 
Jewish leaders and Israel's, other 
supporters in Europe. Latin 
America and the rest of the world 
are gullible dupes. 

Perhaps more sensational even 
than this consensus was a recent 
survey revealing that 55 per cent 
of Israel’s Jewish population now 
supports negotiations with the 
PLO if the promises of its chair- 
man. Yasser Arafat, are kept. 

Nevertheless, when it was 
announced that an American 
ambassador would have a talk 
with a PLO official in Tunis, 
friendly American columnists 
sounded all the alarms. A.M. 
Rosenthal of the New York 


Times reflected on “a risk to 
Israel's existence.” George Will 
saw the Reagan administration 
and its officers, together with the 
“gullible West.” as the insidious 
enemies of Israel's future. Nor- 
man Podhoretz. in The New 
York Post, described a “Palestine 
ministate on the West Bank and 
Gaza” as part of a macabre sce- 
nario “with battles raging 15 
miles from Israel's population 
centres and with the Palestinians 
flanking Jerusalem on three sides 
and Tel Aviv on two.” Israeli 
casualties “could reach as high as 
100 . 000 .'* 

The dark vision of another 
New York Times columnist, Wil- 
liam Safire. is not of mere peril 
but of “extermination.” He 
awards a gold medal for en- 
dangering Israel to Shimon Peres, 
with Mr. Arafat and the Ltaited 
States as candidates for a silver 
and a bronze. In Mr. Satire’s 
Christmas dream. John Tower, as 
U.S. secretary of defence, and 
Moshe Arens, as Israel’s defence 
minister, roam the Middle East 
bombing Arab weapons systems. 
This alluring prospect is called 
“surgical non-proliferation.” It 
must be a long time since a 
responsible journalist published 
an incitement lo two govern- 
ments to initiate what would be- 
come a nuclear exchange. 

Common to all these views is 


the notion that Israel is a de- 
militarised land like Iceland or 
Monaco or Lichtenstein. The 
PLO forces, by contrast, are de- 
picted as the lineal descendant of 
Alexander the Great. Genghis 
Khan. Napoleon and the Hitler- 
Stalin dictatorships, able to ex- 
terminate Israel. There is not a 
single word to indicate either that 
Israel has any military power or 
that the PLO has any military' 
limitations. 

... This is drastically opposed to 
the reality.; The Israeli defence 
system is one of the wonders of 
the world. Never in history has so 
small a community been able — 
and ready — to wield such vast 
capacity of defence, deterrence 
and reprisal. 

The “Middle East Military Ba- 
lance,” published by the Israeli 
Centre of Strategic Studies at Tel 
Aviv University, shows Israel 
with a mobilisable manpower of 
540,000, some 3,800 tanks. 682 
aircraft with awesome bomb 
capacity, thousands of artillery 
pieces and missiles and an impos- 
ing electronic capacity. The PLO 
has. according to the same sur- 
vey. 8.000 men in scattered 
places, zero tanks and aircraft, a 
few guns and no missiles, but a 
variety of hand grenades, mor- 
tars. stones and bottles. It takes a 
great effort of imagination to 
envision this array of forces flank- 


ing our dries from five sides and 
the sea, while inflicting 100,000 
casualties. 

If there were to be an Arab- 
ruled entity in a large part of the 
West Bank and Gaza, either as a 
separate state, or. preferably, as 
pan of a confederation with Jor- 
dan. it would be the weakest 
military entity on earth. If there 
were a* demilitarisation as part of 
a settlement, it would be possible 
to enforce it owing to the vigilant 
proximity, of Israel and Jordan. 
With the exception of a relatively 
minor rejectionist front (Libya, 
Syria and South Yemen), the 
Arab World is pressing the 
Palestinians for realism, not for 
adventurism. 

There would be security prob- 
lems in an Arab entity in the 
West Bank and Gaza, as there 
are in greater intensity with 
Israeli occupation of those areas. 
But to call it a threat to Israel's 
survival is preposterous. It is the 
survival of a Palestinian nation 
that could be threatened by 
irredentism. 

Finally, it is unlikely that the 
Arab states would accede to a 
request from the PLO to make 
war against Israel on its behalf. 
The position now is that these 
states are not even being invited 
to do so. Israelis and Americans 
should be celebrating a success, 
not bemoaning the dangers. 


The harm done to Israel by 
the rhetoric of weakness is far- 
reaching. The aim of our defence 
svstem is deterrence, with victoiy 
as the fall-back aim. If friends say 
that we are virtually impotent, 
this effect is lost. There is also 
damage to credibility. Talk of 
Israel’s extermination is nowhere 
taken seriously by those who 
know the power balance; it is 
interpreted as justification for im- 
mobility or pre-emptive aggres- 
sion. 

The semantic of extermination 
is also a historic insult to Zion- 
ism. If. after a century of Zionist 
effort and 40 years of statehood, 
replete with victories in the bat- 
tlefield and crowned by an 
alliance with a superpower^ 
Israel's 3.5 million Jews were the 
only Jewish community anywhere 
faced with plausible danger of 
“destruction ,” the Zionist enter- 
prise. dedicated to Jewish secur- 
ity. would be seen to have failed. 

Friendship is to be judged by 
consequence, not by intention. 
Israel's friends should avoid 
creating a false myth of Israeli 
weakness. Israel's return to 
Security Council Resolution 242 
and the principle of “territory of 
peace” is now an indispensable 
condition for any further move- 
ment — a step that Israel is strong 
enough to take — The New York 
Times. 


Soviets seem ready 
for scaled down 
Kampuchea role 


By Denis D. Gray 

The Associated Press 

PHNOM PENH. Kampuchea — 
The Soviet Union appears ready 
to scale down its role in Kam- 
puchea and eager for a political 
solution to the conflict there, 
where it has urged ally Vietnam 
to pull out its troops. Western 
and Soviet diplomats say. 

The apparent retrenchment — 
after a decade as Phnom Penh’s 
major economic and military 
backer — fits into the Kremlin 
policy of shedding or paring, cost- 
ly foreign involvements. Addi- 
tionally, a Kampuchean solution 
would unquestionably hasten 
normal relations with China. 

“I think they've both decided 
to put this one behind them, to 
sweep this one under the rug.” 
said a Western diplomat in Bang- 
kok, referring to the Sino-Soviet 
dispute over Kampuchea. Mos- 
cow backs Vietnam and the pro- 
Hanoi government in Phnom 
Penh, while Peking arms the 
Khmer Rouge and other resist- 
ance groups. 

Although Moscow denies 
pressuring Vietnam to withdraw 
its forces. Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Igor A. Rogachev has said the 
partial pull-out from Kampuchea 
in 1988 was an “avenue toward a 
speedy solution” that ccufld im- 
prove Sino-Soviet relations. The 
two powers are expected to hold 
a summit this year, with Kam- 
puchea perhaps the highest prior- 


ity item on the agenda. 

Moscow also doesn't appear to 
relish the burden of being the 
major foreign aid donor to Kam- 
puchea. 

“This kind of monopoly we 
certainly do not like. Alone, we 
can't do too much." said a Soviet 
diplomat in the Kampuchean 
capital, adding that his country 
was especially unhappy about 
having to meet Kampuchea's tot- 
al petroleum needs — on credit. 

The Soviet Union has sunk 
substantial resources into Kam- 
puchea but nothing of the magni- 
tude of its investments in Afgha- 
nistan or neighbouring Vietnam, 
where annual military and econo- 
mic aid is estimated by Washing- 
ton to exceed S3 billion. Neither 
has Moscow carried out pledges 
for wholesale reconstruction of 
Kampuchea, made following the 
Vietnamese invasion there 10 
years ago. 

Phnom Penh's official media 
said recently that in 1979-80, the 
Soviet Union extended aid worth 
200 million rubles ($133.3 million 
at current exchange rates) to help 
overcome famine and devastation 
caused by the previous Khmer 
Rouge government. Aid levels 
are believed to have been sub- 
stantially lower since then, 
although reliable estimates are 
not available. 

Several hundred Soviet advis- 
ers are stationed in the country, 
involved in projects ranging from 
a ground satellite station to a 



veterinary centre. Soviets pilot 
planes of the Kampuchean airline 
and arc renovating the electric 
power supply system. By 1990. 
more than 3,50(1 scholarships re- 
portedly will have been awarded 
to Kampucheans for study in the 
Soviet Union. 

Moscow also foots most of the 
bill for keeping not only the 
Phnom Penh army but Vietnam's 
force in Kampuchea in the field. 
This cost. Western analysts say. is 
another reason why Moscow 
would like Hanoi to withdraw its 
forces and the warring parties in 
Kampuchea to find a peaceful 
solution to the conflict . 

Little Soviet blood has been 
shed in Kampuchea, and Moscow 


»» noi csiaousnea a naval base 
at the Kampuchean deep-water 
port of Kompong Som as some 
had feared. 

In recent years Moscow has not 
shown any intention of undertak- 
ing the massive infrastructure de- 
velopment needed in a country 
plagued since 1970 by war, the 
Khmer Rouge revolution and the 
current insurgency. 

Soviet diplomats say they 
would like lo skim fat from the 
current aid programme and scoff 
at some of the schemes of their 
aid bureaucracy such as setting up 
a arcus or getting involved in 
tourism. 

One diplomat, noting the 
boviet Union’s own deficiencies 


in tourism development, said the 
Kampucheans “saw the light” 
and decided to invite Hong Kong 
businessmen rather than Soviet 
aid personnel to restore a first- 
class hotel in Phnom Penh. 

I think basically Kampuchea 
is not terribly important to 

diplomat* 3 ^ ^ ® a ngkok-ba$ed 

However, mos t Western 

HS* be!, s re the Soviet Union 
ideally would want to retain its 

m Kampuchea along 
with Vietnam and Laos but at I 

the e ch- at WOuld not ^agonise 
Wh ? r no n-Communist 
As,a « ^th which Mos- 
attem P te d with only 
minimal success to forge stronger 
economic and political ties. 
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Of muscles and brains 


In the first part of this ' two-pan article Mariam Shahin 
presented 'the views of four Jordanian women on "women's 
liberation" and how they are dealing with their career and 
families. In the second part they discuss in further detail what 
they view as the future of Jordanian women in the professional 
sector, and where and how they believe Jordanian women are 
most likely to attain recognition and "sacrifices" they may 
have to make. • 


ACCORDING to Leila Sharaf, a 
former information minister, 
w “one of the major obstacles that 
women in Jordan have to face is 
their own attitudes. There is a 
frivolous attitude on the part of 
most women in the workforce.” 

1 Asma Khadre. a lawyer, who 
has been specialising in civil 
rights cases sees the situation as 
: two fojd. “In any case in the 

professional sector it's not a mat- 
ter of asking for woman’s rights. 
It’s a maner of securing the rights 
of the person. All people's works 
must be weighed by their worth 
not whether they were done by a 
man or a woman. It is the most 
basic of concepts and apparently 
has evaded a few people.” 

» Muawia Bakri, the president of 
. the Arab Women’s Graduate 
Club, remembers that when she 
wanted to work as a physician in a 
government hospital, her applica- 
tion was denied on the basis that 
she was a married woman. “TTiis 
has changed now, of course, but I 
believe the institutionalised dis- 
crimination must be the first on 
our list of changes. Yes, there is a 
question of mentality that discri- 
minates against women in the 
workforce, but the actual mental- 
ity of people is much more te- 
dious and extensive work that any 
law will ever be. We must take 
one step at a time." 

Butheina Jardaneh, the direc- 
tor of the Amman Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, says 

• that “education is the key to 

* change, the key to change the 
mentality of people. When self- 
sufficiency becomes an economic 
necessity for all, then people 
might begin to accept women 
working in 'different fields less 
hesitantly.'' 

“It’s high time that those 
women who are capable and will- 
ing to sacrifice their lime and 
energy to serving the society by 
being doctors, lawyers, en- 
gineers, electricians, plumbers or 
whatever they wish to be, are 
given the chance to do what they 
want to do,” says Sharaf. “From 
what 1 see, successful profession- 
als, who really excel in their field. 


relatively early age and subse- 
quently attempt to pursue a 
career or vice versa. 

The third argument is that a 
woman could be a highly success- 
ful mother as well as pursuing a 
profession at the same. 

The justifications for the three 
. different lines of thinking are 
convincing in their own way, and 
somehow it all appears to depend 
on an individual’s personality and 
capabilities. 

The role of the society 

Sharaf points out that the soci- 
ety has to come to terms with the 
new way of life and make amends 
for it. “More daycare centres, 
babysitters, gardens, parks and 
other recreational activities will 
have to be made available to 
cater to the needs of children of 
professional women,” she says. - 

“Equally important, if not 
more, will be flexible office hours 
for working mothers. These 
changes are essential and are not 
as impractical as many employers 
believe them to ‘be.” 

Attitudes of men 

According'to Khadre, “women 
often don’t rake themselves se- 
rious enough; that’s part of the 
reason that men’s attitudes are so 
often condescending." 

Drawing from her experience 
working as a lawyer in Jordan, 
Khadre says the attitudes of many 
men in the legal profession in the 
country are “double faced.” 

“On the one hand, they are 
very polite and complimentary 
when speaking with their female 
colleagues,” she says. “On the 
other, when the proverbial push 
comes to shove, they are right 
down aggressive and demean us 
just because we belong to the 
opposite sex.” 

Khadre recounts her experi- 
ence to prove the point. “When I 
began practising law ten years 
ago, there were only around ten 
registered female lawyers practis- 
ing. Today, there are between 
100 and 120. On several occasions 


are limited, and thus there is a , .1 have Ustejied to spine of ray 
need to allow people, regardless' male colleagues' criticising 


tain level they spend even more 
time trying to stay where they 
are. It’s an uphill battle all the 
way.” 

Sharaf points out that many 
employers prefer to hire single 
women because they feel that the 
output would be greater than 
with women who have the re- 
sponsibility of being a wife and 
mother. “The detachment that 
Arab men have traditionally dis- 
played as far as their domestic life 
and responsibilities are con- 
cerned have also played an im- 
portant part in the hesitant atti- 
tude on the part of women to go 
into the professional arena,” she 
says. 

Self-confidence 

Sharaf believes that there 
should also be a change in work- 
ing women's orientations. “1 tend 
to see the women's weakness (in 
Jordan) in the professional sector 
as a reflection of the lack of 
self-confidence,” she says. “You 
can do anything successfully; it 
just depends on how well you 
present your position.” 

Sharaf compares the attitudes 
of women from the Arab World 
and Asia. “In general, Arab 
women have not been taught to 
compete and survive as intellec- 
tual equals with men as is the case 
with Asian women. The Arab 
society and family structure have 
ingrained in their ’minds an un- 
conscious feeling that men are 
always more capable than 
women. Besides, many Arab 
women will tell you, ‘it's more 
comfortable to let someone else 
make the decisions; it's less of a 
headache’.” 

Sharaf believes that “once in- 
dustrialisation spreads, the role 
of women in the workforce is 
bound to change tremendously. It 
cannot be but enhanced. The 
competition will then be between 
the brain and the muscle.” 

• Khadre also foresees an in- 
creased role of women in the 
professional sector with the 
growth of industrialisation. 
“National planning will largely 
influence the professional sectors 
that women may enter in the next 
two decades,” she notes. “If the 
concentration will be on agri- 
cultural and industrial expansion, 
the situation will differ greatly 
from a policy which encourages a 
mercantile, academic or a. service 
economy.” 



The Statue of Liberty, a free woman represents liberty for all! 


courage girls to take work se- 
rious." 

Bakri feels that progress in the 
professional sector amongst 
young women and men has been 
-impeded by what she describes as 
“a self image quite different from 
their parents generation. They 
seem a bit selfish and lack dedica- 
tion to any concept in particular. 

Their is a superficiality in the 
priorities and morals that young 
people have today. The fam- 
ily unit is very decisive 
in this situation, because 
it is usually from the home that 
young people get their sense of 
dedication towards the family and 
of course their greater family, 
their society." 

> 

Taxpayers’ money, wasted 
education 

Khadre says: “It’s evejy stu- 
dent's responsibility to himself/ 
herself, to their families and to 
the taxpayers — who are after all 
paying for their education — to Arab World 


worker out of a job, you lose. 
Then you have a society that 
simply has not kept up with the 
natural pace that progress brings 
with it. It loses the "capital in- 
vested in educating and training 
women and inherits the financial 
burden of attempting to provide 
for her family.” 

According to Jardaneh, “there 
are many people who believe that 
Islam as a religion has contri- 
buted to the general lack of 
mobility by women in the profes- 
sional sector. As Benazir Bhutto 
of Pakistan recently proved by 
becoming the first woman prime 
minister of an Islamic -country, it 
all depends on how the Qoran is 
interpreted. Basically I don't 
see that Islam per say" hinders 
women from being professionally 
inclined and active.” 

Sharaf feels that there are two 
monumental examples of how 
women have created an indis- 
pensible position for themselves 
in their respective societies in the 
Albeit with great 
tircumst- 


of sex, religion or colour to do 
what they can do best.” 

To be or not to be 

Lawyer Khadre says: “Not all 
women have to become mothers. 
The assigned roles that all of us 
are acting out don’t necessarily 
suit all of us. With the population 
explosion that the world is facing, 
I don’t think that a woman who 
chooses not to have children 
should be castigated by society, 
be the reasons behind her deci- 
sion professional or otherwise.” 

The question of motherhood 
that Khadre touches on is only 
the tip of an iceberg. There is 
indeed a worldwide controversy 
over the woman's role as a 
mother and the special responsi- 
bilities attached to motherhood 
vis-a-vis her dedication to a pro- 
fession she has chosen to pursue. 
Basically, three schools of 
thought have emerged; the first 
believes that any individual can 
only pursue and be successful in 
one line of action. The second 
bases itself on the argument that 
a woman can bear children at a 


‘women’ lawyers for being ‘in- 
effective’ or iazy’ or just simply 
bad lawyers. These accusations 
were made with the conclusion 
that women lawyers are bad at 
what they do. Never did the 
question of ‘bad’ male lawyers 
come up. Don’t they realise that 
there are just as many ‘bad’ men 
in the legal profession as there 
are women? Or does the fact that 
they are men protect them from 
being criticised on a professional 
level?” 

But. Jardaneh differs with 
Khadre on this point. She be- 
lieves it is more a matter of 
handling situations and approach 
than anything else. “It all de- 
pends on how one deals with a 
male colleague. You have to be 
diplomatic at all times. I have 
been working in the professional 
sector for over twenty years and 
have never felt discrimination or 
felt that my professional qual- 
ifications were not honoured.” 

In the same context Khadre 
makes another point. “Women 
face tremendous difficulties while 
attempting to attain a profession- 
al status. Once they reach a cer- 


. , . make Something of education. If sacrifices and through rircur 

Bakn pomts out- that “there is .jbey "don’t want to work; leave ances beyond their coritroCthe 


curcentljTa great need for tech' 
nically trained ‘handi-person’ — 
the electrician, the plumber and 
the carpenter. These professions, 
for whatever reasons, have been 
belittled and thus very few people 
want to learn how to use their 
hands. ' It may surprise people 
that there are women who are 
naturally talented in fields such as 
electronics and woodworking and 
finishing. Why should these peo- 
ple not be given a chance?” 

Education and marriage 

Many Jordanian girls obtain 
university education, according 
to Khadre, because “it has be- 
come a common conception that 
a girl becomes more ‘marriage- 
able’ once she has a university 
certificate.” 

Sharaf says that many girls 
show a very frivolous attitude to 
work apparently believing that “it 
is an intermediary stage between 
student life and marriage. Unfor- 
tunately, many families still have 
a ‘dowry’ mentality, when it com- 
es to their daughters. Thus the 
general atmosphere does not en- 


the precious seats our education 
system provides for those who are 
willing and wanting to work." 

Many women activists believe 
that the system encourages the 
frivolous attitude many women 
have by the widely followed prac- 
tice of dispensing with women 
workers whenever a recession 
sets in. “Women are always the 
first target for dismissals," says 
Jardaneh. “So, if the society does 
not realise that once you put a 
qualified and diligent woman 


women in Iraq and the Palesti- 
nian women in the occupied Arab 
territories have paved the way for 
their daughters ^nd the rest of the 
Arab World. Without the parti- 
cipation of women in the Iraqi 
war economy the country would 
not have come through as it did. 
The fact that Iraq kept up in the 
factories, the shops and all the 
necessary daily functions was as 
much a success as what was going 
on in the trenches and it was all 
run by women.” 


Cures for the body and soul 


T$is is the second of a three part article on Arab Islamic Medicine 
and Public Health written by Dr. Sami H. Hamarneh who is a 
professor in the School of Public Health at Yarmouk University in 
Jordan. 


Another matter of historical 
importance relates to the regulat- 
ing and issuing of licenses for 
legal medical practice. Qualified 
physicians could thus be recog- 
nised and engage in their profes- 
sion freely. A bureau for issuing 
licenses to practitioners was 
established, as was a board of 
examiners that licensed medical 
candidates. This tradition con- 
tinued intermittently into the late 
Middle Ages. 

There was a close and cordial 
relation, in Islamic medicine, be- 
tween the healer on the one band 
and the patient and his family on 
the other. Physical treatment and 
psychotherapy were com- 
plementary. At bedside visits, the 
physician thoroughly acquainted 
himself with the patient's condi- 
tion and case history before arriv- 
ing at his diagnosis and prognosis. 
In caring for this patients, as a 
socially concerned citizen, he 
played an important role in the 
affairs of his community as well. 

Ethics and medical deontology 
to the Muslim physician were part 
of his religious commitment. One 
of the earliest books in Arabic to 
treat the subject was al-Ruhawi’s 
Adah Al-Tabib, during the ninth 
century. Many later treatises gave 
directives and doctrinal state- 
ments on the codes that govern 
the -healer's professional and 
moral standards and behaviour. 
They instruct the physician to be 
modest, virtuous, kind and merci- 
ful. He should not be avaricious, 
slanderous, or addicted to drugs 
or wines. He must behave prop- 
erly towards women. At no time 
should he divulge the secrets of 
his clients and colleagues, or con- 
duct himself improperly in any 
way that would injure the feelings 
of others. And he should avoid 

E redicting whether a patient will 
ve or die — a type of prognosis 
contrary to present-day practice. 

A physician, furthermore, 
should dress in clean raiments 
and groom his hair neatly. When 
asked too many questions by the 
patient or his family, he should 
not lose his temper easily, but 
rather answer patiently, render- 
ing the best professional services 
to poor and rich, learned and 
illiterate, alike. 

If a patient requests consulta- 
tion with another physician, the 
family, doctor must consent cour- 
teously, even if the second di- 
agnosis disagrees with his recom- 
mendations. He should explain 
the two points of view and the 
consequences, and consider the 
best course to be taken. He 
should warn against too many or 
incompatible medications that 
may injure the bealih. The family 
doctor must also be cautious in 
prescribing potent remedial 
agents to pregnant women. 

Psychotherapy 

With regard to psychotherapy 


in Islam, many leading physicians 
devoted chapters on the subject. 
The great pnilosopher-physician 
al-Razi (d. 925) distinguished be- 
tween physical disability and 
psychotherapy. Seeking the heal- 
ing of body and mind, he recom- 
mended healthy environment, 
amid wholesome natural scenery, 
to speed recovery. Another 
physician-philosopher, Ibn But- 
lari (d. 1068), in his Taqwim 
a l-Sinhah (On The Preservation 
of Health), explained the enjoy- 
ment and benefit derived from 
sweet, musical melody: “It is a 
cure to the soul, as drugs heal the 
sick body." 

By the ninth century, the 
health profession as a whole had 
reached a high degree of progress 
that subsequently extended into 
the European Renaissance. As 
the competition and challenge 
increased, many practitioners in 
Islam turned to specialisation in a 
specific field. Among the major 
branches of the healing arts were 
anatomy and surgery. 

Evidence revealed 

Archaeological research has re- 
vealed evidence of organised in- 
strumentation and surgery as ear- 
ly as the eighth century. Then 
came the translation period from 
Greek, Syriac, Indian and other 
languages into Arabic, which 
ushered in a revival of knowledge 
fed by a number of great minds, 
among them Hippocrates, Dios- 
coredes, Galen and Paulus 
‘Aegineta. - 

Despite its hazards, surgery 
and its technical applications adv- 
anced. It received profound ex- 
pression in the excellent work of 
Abdul-Qasim al-Zahrawi (about 
1000), who is considered the 
greatest surgeon of his time. In 
his al-Tasrtf (translated into 
Latin, French and English), he 
described salient points and 
observations on surgery, obstet- 
rics and instrumentation. He used 
various types of sutures to bind 
wounds; cautioned against 
amputations above the knee and 
elbow; identified paralysis caused 


by injury to the spinal cord; 
described instruments used in va- 
rious operations; and stressed 
that no operation be performed 
without a thorough knowledge "of 
anatomy and the exact location of 
major arteries, veins, nerves and 
tendons. 

The treatise includes details of 
more than 200 surgical instru- 
ments designed by al-Zahrawi, 
many of which became the pro- 
totypes of instruments later used 
worldwide. 

One of the most influential 
figures in Islamic medicine was 
Ibn Sina (Avicenna), whose 11th- 
century Canon of Medicine later 
became a basic text in the medical 
schools of Europe. 

In the 13th century, two impor- 
tant medical figures appeared. 
The first, Ibn al-Nafis of Syria 
who lived and died in Cairo, 
discovered the pulmonary cir- 
culation of the blood, in a dear 
and objective declaration almost 
350 years before William Harvey 
proclaimed his epochal essay on 
the motion of the heart and 
blood. 

Ibn al-Quff, his contemporary, 
authored the most comprehen- 
sive Arabic text on surgery, Al- 
Umdah. He explained embryolo- 
gies! procedures, predicted child 
sex through experimental 
observations, and expressed in- 
terest in pediatrics. He also 
appealed for a unified Arabic 
metrological system in pharmacy 
and medicine. 

Besides the surgeon, there also 
was in Islam the naturalist and 
internal medical specialist, who 
sought in his surroundings the 
natural remedial agents for heal- 
ing the body and the soul. It was 
widely believed that “Whenever 
God allows sickness in any place 
or time. He has created in the 
same manner the remedies that 
provide the cure." 

. Viewing the function of the 
human internal system * as a 
whole, this practitioner dealt with 
the diagnoses, pathology and 
non-surgical treatment of dis- 
eases. He observed and traced 
symptoms, connected diagnoses 
with the causes of diseases, and 
gave rational consideration. in dis- 
pensing medical care. 

Jordan Magazine 



Feeding a Hi-tech society 

By Sybil Bernier-Hart 


LONDON — The storm in the 
British egg cup is over, at least 
momentarily, but it raised hard 
questions about providing safe 
food in a technologically adv- 
anced society, questions that con- 
tain lessons for the developing 
world. 

How can the consumer, in- 
creasingly dependent on high- 
pressure express shopping and 
favourite brand- names, feel cer- 
tain that his or her shopping bag 
is really the nutrition he or she 
needs and not poison in attractive 
packaging? 

How can hi-tech society avoid 
mass food poisoning, comparable 
to the frequent traffic pile-nps on 
its highways, in which one human 
error or system failure may cost 
the lives of many? 

The short answer is that it 
cannot. The more society becom- 
es dependent on centralised 
sources of supply, whether of 
food or of amenities, the more it 
becomes vulnerable to the results 
of failures in the systems or exter- 
nal influences, such as the radia- 
tion fallout from the Chernobyl 
nudear accident in 1986. 

Few experts are ready to accept 
that food contamination can be 
eliminated altogether with de- 
velopment. But most of them 
acknowledge that the common 
problems with food distribution 
— such as salmonellosis — are 
magnified manifold when large 
quantities are involved. 

- The salmonella outbreak in 


Britain was variously described 
by experts as an endemic or 
frequent occurrence which some- 
how did not get enough attention 
until a junior minister. Edwina 
Currie, embraced the controver- 
sial subject, only to be shot down 
by strong lobbies within the farm- 
ing industry. It was in any case 
the most serious recent example 
in Britain of unfit food being 
■ served up to unsuspecting con- 
sumers. 

The World Health Organisa- 
tion has been campaigning worl- 
dwide for irradiation of food as 
the answer to the problems of 
rantamination or poor storage. 
But it has met with opposition 
from different quarters, including 
the anti-nuclear lobby. In a re- 
cent study it responded to com- 
mon fears and misapprehensions 
about irradiation. 

• Irradiation so far has .been 
touted as the cheap way out for. 
the poor countries, where the 
resources needed for large-scale 
processing and storage of food 
are limited. But it has met with 
fierce opposition from the con- 
sumer in the developed countries. 
The experience of Britain, 
however, may hasten the process 
towards greater acceptance of 
irradiation. 

‘.‘There is not yet a big com- 
mercial market for irradiated 
food,” says a WHO report, but 
that is because of “the lack of 
consumer understanding and 
acceptance of food irradiation.” 

In the irradiation process, food 
is exposed to ionising radiation. 


which is already used in X-ray 
pictures, cancer treatment and 
sterilisation of medical products. 
Because of the other uses of 
radiation, consumers have been 
loath to accept irradiated food, 
but WHO scientists stress, there 
is little risk of food thus treated 
becoming radioactive. Neither 
does the food lose its flavour or 
taste, the experts insist. 

Irradiation has been found to 
kill insects, fungi and bacteria in 
food in the same way that heat- 
processing, refrigeration or. freez- 
ing do. But irradiated food has 
longer shelf life than food stored 
by other processes. 

Irradiation does not, however, 
provide total protection from 
dangerous micro-organisms in 
food, nor does it sterilise the 
food. 

— Academic File. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 
p. m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic . 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

Tel: 661922 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Tbha-away awica 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

ICfTCUlMT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 
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MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cans of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX— 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
TeJ. 604676, 604696 


f Cinema Tel: 677420^ 

1 CONCORD 1 

DIRTY DANCING 


L Performance. 3 JO. 6:00. 8:30. 10:30 



Cinema 


TO: iTSSIl 


POLICE 
ACADEMY “5** 

_ Performances 3:30. ta IS. 8:30. 1030 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


Faten Hamameh 
in 

Bitter Day... Sweet DAy 

(Arabic) 

Performances 1:30. 6KW.'8:30. 10:30 
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Despite highly uneven prosperity 

* *88 world economy confounded pessimists’ 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
during 1988 confounded 
year ago and grew at a 
since 1984, according to 
Thursday. 

Growth was expected to con- 
tinue, at a lower rate, in the short 
term, it said. 


— The world economy 
pessimistic forecasts of a 
faster rate than any time 
a U.N. report published 

But the report, “The World 
Economy at the End of 1988," 
said last year’s prosperity was 


Iranian company to start 
producing Peugeot cars 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s biggest 
auto company Iran Khodrow has 
signed a contract with the French 
firm Peugeot to produce 500.000 
cars over 10 years, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported 
Thursday. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted a statement by 
the state-owned company saying 
it would start producing Peugeot 
405 :saloonsi and station wagons 
next spring. 

Peugeot said in Paris the deal 
was worth eight to 10 billion 
francs (SI. 3 to SI. 7 billion). 

The contract also includes the 
purchase of 60,000 engines over 
the next six years to improve 
Paykan — the 1960s Hillman 
Hunter model Iran Khodrow has 
been producing for over 20 years. 

The deal is a major boost to 
trade with France after Tehran 
and Paris restored diplomatic re- 
lations last June following an 
11-month break. 


Iranian officials- have been 
speaking for several years of the 
need for Iran Khodrow to switch 
from the outdated Paykan to a 
more efficient model. They had 
considered at least one Japanese 
car. 

IRNA said managing director 
Davoud Mirkhani Rashti told a 
news conference in Tehran that 
the deal was a way out for Iran 
Khodrow — weighed down by 
high taxes and worn out machin- 
ery and coming out of temporary 
closure in 1986 caused by the 
slump in world oil prices. 

He said the contract would 
enable the company to increase 
foreign exchange earnings 
through exports ana become pro- 
fitable again. 

"If particular attention is not 
paid to the company... it will 
have tp close down. This will be 
an economic disaster for the gov- 
ernment and the nation." IRNA 
quoted Mirkhani Rashti as 
saying. 

He also criticised the com- 


pany's management for lacking 
authority .and versatility and said 
Iran Khodrow has been paying 
taxes of up to 60 per cent on sales 
in recent years, IRNA added. 

The Peugeot cars will be equip- 
ped with 1.3, 1.6 and 1.9 litre 
engines and their production 
would rise from 6.000 in the first 
year to 100,000 per year in line 
with domestic demand. 

Only 11 per cent of the car 
parts would be made in Iran at the 
beginning, but the proportion 
would reach 85 per cent with 
investment in machinery over six 
years. 

According to the contract, 
Peugeot would buy back the 
equivalent of 15 per cent of Iran 
Khod row’s purchases from the 
French firm each year in the form 
of spare parts or assembled cars, 
the statement said. 

Peugeot would also provide 
training and technical services. 

Iran strictly limited import of 
foreign passenger cars after the 
Islamic revolution 10 years ago. 
Production of Paykans — as well 
as Renault 4 and Citroen 2CV 
which are also assembled in Iran 
— was disrupted by foreign ex- 
change shortages during the Iran- 
Iraq war. 

More than a million Paykans 
are on the roads inlran. To supply 
spare parts, Iran last year bought 
second-hand machinery produc- 
ing Hillman Hunter parts from 
Peugeot's subsidiary Talbot. 

Heavy Industry Minister 
Behzad Nabavi said last May Iran 
had paid Talbot $13 million for 
about 1.000 machines with an 
average age of six years. 

He said 35 pec cent of Paykan 
was manufactured domestically. 

Iran Khodrow, the country's 
second biggest industrial enter- 
prise after the Isfahan Steel Mill, 
was- -set up as a private firm in 
lS6Qs and nationalised in 1979. 

It laid off some 6,500 workers, 
nearly half its total, during the 
1986 crunch. It now employs 
9,000 workers, according to 
IRNA. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

First floor consisting of three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
L-shaped living area, maids room. * 

Location: Um Utheina near San-Rock Hotel. 

Contact tel. 671797 Amman 

Families only 


DELUXE OFFICES FOR RENT 

If you are looking for an office in the most convenient 
location in Shmeisani with 220 square metres of space, 
"independent water, electricity and central heating. 

Caff us directly for an appointment Tel: 682531 


FOR RENT 

With super deluxe furniture m a modem building, a ground floor in a villa, 
consisting ot 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, spacious salons, with verandas, 
with super deluxe furniture wilh interior and exterior decoration, 
surrounded by large flower garden with telephone, central heating, 
garage lor two cars and a fountain, with all the services and utilities. 
Location Opposite the entrance to the Jordan University Hospital. 

For more Information call Tel: 846896 
Please, no brokers 



FRENCH 
CULTURAL 
CENTRE 

FRENCH CULTURAL 
CENTRE 

Registration is now open at the French Cultural 
Centre for the following- courses: 

— French language courses for adults (all levels) 

— Preparation courses for the exams at So-bonne 
University (Paris) 

— Arabic language courses for foreigners 

— Music courses (piano - flute - guitar - saxophone) 

— Arts courses for women (art of flower making, silk 
painting, ceramics, painting on glass). 

The registration will last on Sunday 8 January 1989 
and the courses will start on Monday 9 January till 26 
March 1989. 

For more information, please contact the 
library of the centre, telephone 636445, 
Amman. 


highly uneven. In many develop- 
ing countries growth of income 
fell behind, or barely kept pace 
with, the growth of population. 

“The performance of the world 
economy in 1988s except for the 
continued sluggishness in some 
developing regions, stands in 
sharp contrast to the atmosphere 
of pessimism that prevailed a year 
ago,” it said. 

“Instead of slowing down, as 
predicted in most forecasts, in- 
cluding that of the U.N, the 
world economy grew faster than 
at any time since 1984. There was 
also a significant upturn in inter- 
national trade, which far surpas- 
sed expectations and grew at 
twice the average rate of the 


1980s.” it added. 

The report, produced by the 
U.N. Department of Internation- 
al Economic and Social Affairs, 
said world output grew by around 
four per cent in 1988, compared 
with 3.4 per cent growth the 
previous year. 

The growth of world trade 
accelerated more sharply, from 
five per cent in 1987 to about 
seven per cent in 1988. 

“Three-quarters of the popula- 
tion of the world live in countries 
whose per capita real income rose 
in 1988, but one quarter live 
in countries where it declined," 
the report said. 

It also warned that “large fiscal 
deficit in the United States and 


imbalances in trade relationships 
among the major developed mar- 
ket economies continue to 
threaten the stability of the inter- 
national economy." 

Exchange rates of major cur- 
rencies remained highly volatile 
and a solution to the problem of 
external debt of the developing^ 
countries was not yet in sight. ' 

“Indeed, in 1988 the debt crisis 
became more acute in Latin 
America, and most countries of 
Africa," the report emphasised. 

In its forecast for 1989, the 
report said world growth was 
expected to increase by about 3.5 
per cent. Output from the de- 
veloped market economies would 


slow to three per cent but the 
danger of a sharper deceleration 
persisted. 

“The large imbalances in trade 
between the major developed 
market economies remain by far 
the most important potential 
threat to the growth and stability 
of the world economy,” it stated. 

The report said it was unlikely 
that the U.S. external deficit 
would be financed at its present 
level for any extended period. 
The reduction of die U.S. fiscal 
deficit remained critical to the 
correction of these imbalances 
and the avoidance of major up- 
heavals in financial markets, it 
added. 


After adopting austerity measures 

Israeli government seeks wage cuts 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli FV 
nance Minister Shimon Peres, 
struggling to revive the Israeli 
economy, said Friday he would 
seek union agreement for wage 
cuts. 

In a marathon 13-hour cabinet 
session. Peres persuaded minis- 
ters to trim 1.1 billion shekels 
($610 million) from the 1988-89. 
state budget and introduce fees 
for secondary education and doc- 
tors' visits. 

“There will be many difficulties 
in the next phase... getting the 
agreement of the Histadrut 
(labour federation) on wages," 
he told Israel Radio. 

Peres is demanding workers 
forego compensation through 
automatic cost-of-living increases 
that would cover a 12 per cent 
devaluation of the shekel against 
the dollar and cuts in subsidies. 

Economists said the minister 
was making a bold effort to trans- 
form export-reliant Israel into a 


more open, capitalist economy 
capable of meeting the challenge 
of the European Economic Com- 
munity's. abolition of internal* 
trade barriers in 1992. 

They said that only Peres as 
leader of the Labour Party, which 
built the Israeli economy with 
strong elements of East Euro- 
pean-style state socialism and 
bureaucracy, could force through 
such changes at such a pace. 

Peres took over the finance 
ministry two weeks ago in a 
“national unity" government 
formed by right-wing Likud Party 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

His toughest measures — dras- 
tic cuts in subsidies on basic foods 
and public transport — will hit 
the poorest Israelis, while in- 
creases in public utility prices will 
affect many wage-earners. 

Yisrael Kessar. secretary 
general of the trade union federa- 
tion, complained that the prog- 
ramme burdened the weak and 


sick and did not address the 
problem of unemployment. 

He threatened industrial action 
in protest. * 

In a bid to persuade the Histad- 
rut to cooperate, Peres added a 
tax on luxury cars and higher 
national insurance contributions 
for the rich to create an impress- 
ion of social balance. 

Labour Party officials said the 
Histadrut had little option but to 
accept wage cuts since it needed 
government support to bale out 
its debt-burdened industrial 
empire, including the giant Koor 
concern, facing a severe I cash 
crisis. 

Other key elements of Peres' 
plan are the privatisation of state 
enterprises, a two-year reduction 
in the bloated public sector work- 
force. liberalisation of capital 
markets and a gradual opening of 
Israel to foreign capital. 

Right-wing Industry and Trade 
Minister Ariel Sharon, one of two 


ministers who voted against the 
programme, said Friday it did 
nothing to lower high interest 
rates which were crippling the 
economy. 

“We face ruinous interest 
rates. This was not solved and 
there were no drastic moves to 
solve it. It is something that mil 
bring exceptional hardship to in- 
dustry and will totally destroy 
agriculture,” he said. 

The programme closely follows 
a four-year plan for the economy 
submitted to the cabinet this 
week by the central bank seeking 
to reduce the role of government, 
phase out protectionism and 
allow free play to market forces. 

Jerusalem Post economic 
analyst Avi Temkin wrote that 
the Bank of Israel “wants to 
reshape the Israeli economy and 
society to be something closer to 
Mrs. Thatcher’s Britain or Presi- 
dent Reagan's United States." 


Lebanon’s central bank intervenes 
to rescue troubled A1 Mashreq Bank 


BEIRUT (RJ*— Lebanon's cen- 
tral bank began funding a trou- 
bled commercial bank Friday to 
prevent a possible collapse which 
could have threatened to destroy 
the war-tom country’s banking 
system. 

Central bank governor 
Edmond Naim said he agreed to 
finance A1 Mashreq Bank after its 
president, Roger Tamraz, put up 
as collateral his personal assets 
and those of Milch are Com- 
pany, operator of four smaller 
banks that he owns. 

Judicial authorities, at Naim's 
request, issued an arrest warrant 
for Tamraz Tuesday after Al 
Mashreq, one of Lebanon's ma- 
jor banks, failed to meet deposi- 
tors' demands late last month. 

Official sources said the central 
bank had told several banks 
abroad to stop their dealings with 
Tamraz and judicial authorities 


had confiscated his passport 
They estimated Al Mashreq's 
deficit in Lebanon at $100 mil- 
lion, but had no figures for its 
branches abroad. 

The crisis caused panic among 
depositors who rushed to Al 
Mashreq and its affiliated banks 
to withdraw their money. 

But Naim urged people not to 
withdraw funds from AJ Mashreq 
and Taipraz’s other banks and 


said the central bank would pro- 
vide liquidity to all banks in 
financial trouble. 

The central bank had assigned 
permanent comptrollers to Al 
Mashreq to supervise its transac- 
tions. 

The official sources said the 
central bank intervened to help 
Al Mashreq to prevent a crisis of 
confidence in other banks. 

The central bank is one of the 


few unified institutions in a coun- 
try teetering on the verge of 
partition with ho president, two 
rival governments and a toothless 
parliament. 

Officials said the bank, which 
holds more than 60 per cent of 
Lebanon’s 9.2 million ounces of 
gold reserves and $991 million in 
foreign cash reserves, had the 
capacity to bail out any bank in 
difficulty. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Kremlin defends curbing coops 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet offi-' 
rials, displaying highly priced 
products of dubious quality, 
Thursday defended curbs on the 
activities of cooperatives, saying 
the action was necessary to pro- 
tect consumers. 

“Look at this," said Ivan 
Korovkin, deputy chairman of 
the State Committee for Pub- 
lishing, Printing and the Book 
Trade, holding up a glossy calen- 
dar showing a picture of a naked 
woman and a black cat at a news 
conference. 

“An Estonian cooperative 
wanted 15 roubles (525) for this. 
It costs just 90 kopecks ($1.5) to 
produce. And look at these pic- 
tures of rock groups," he added.. 
"They sell for 30 kopecks (50 
cents) each. The state price 
would be a tenth of that. We must 
protect consumers against pro- 
ducts of low quality and doubtful 
aesthetic taste." 

Less than two years after the 
Kremlin launched a bold experi- 
ment in limited private enter- 


prise, it has announced coopera- 
tives will be barred from carrying 
out a long list of activities. 

The ban, which covers business 
such as selling jewellery, alcohol 
and religious artifacts and the 
renting, copying and selling of 
video films, has been attacked by 
critics as unnecessarily restrictive. 

Other activities, such as pub- 
lishing and providing certain 
medical services, will in future 
only be possible in conjunction 
wirh state enterprises. 

Korovkin and other officials 
expressed support for the mea- 
sures. saying they would affect 
only a minority of cooperatives. 

“We only wanted to remove 
negative phenomenon," Georgy 
Golubov, head of the Economic 
Legislation Department, said. 
“They cover less than one per 
cent of cooperatives.” 

"We very much hope that we 
will not have to introduce more 


legislation in the near future." he 
added. “But unexpected cir- 
cumstances may evolve that have 
to be taken into account at a 
future stage." 

The cooperatives have been 
one of the most controversial 
parts of perestroika (restructur- 
ing) since they were legalised in 
an apparent attempt to plug holes 
in the Soviet economy, particu- 
larly in its tiny service sector. 

There are now tens of 
thousands of them with sales tot- 
alling one billion roubles (51.6 
billion) in the first half of last 
year. 

While Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev strongly defended the 
principle in his new year speech, 
the press has complained about 
high prices and low quality and 
accusations that cooperatives 
merely divert goods from the 
state sector. 


APARTMENT 


FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bath- 

ft lift, fcBPPUN 

1 Ilir-PNAMMCY 

rooms, sitting, dining and L- 
shaped salon, L-shaped kitchen, 
balcony. 1st floor. furnished or 
unfurnished. 

w 

Please call Tel. 819812 

TOTH t 

ORTHODOX CLUB 


ACCOUNTANT WANTED 

A Jordanian female or male accountant, uni- 
versity graduate, minimum 3 years experience, 
fluent in English and Arabic for international 
organisation. 

Please submit resume to: 


Personnel, P.O. Box 960823, Amman 


ENGINEERS WANTED 

A consulting/engineering firm has the following vacant 
positions: 

" Civil Engineer 

* Electrical Engineer 

* Architect/Material and Quality Control Civil Engineer 
Applicants for above positions should have at least 15 

years of experience in design and supervision 

* Mechanical Engineer 

* Electro-Mechanical Supervisors 

Applicants for above two positions should have at least 
five to seven years of experience in design and supervi- 
sion. 

The workplace is located 70 km north of Amman. 

Interested applfcants should send their C.V. with 
their telephone numbers to P.O. Box 2177, 
Amman. 



THE SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

Announces that a three month training course in 
Spanish will start on 9.1.89 and that registration 
for the course will open Jan. 2, 1989. 

The centre offers training at all levels at the rate 
of three classes a week: On Saturdays, Mon- 
days, and Wednesdays. 

For more information please call the 
Spanish Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman - 
First Circle, Tel: 624049 


economic news briefs 


Dubai tests U.S. meat 

DUBAI (R) — Health authorities in the Gulf emirate of Dubai are 

testing meat from the United States after the 

ity said it wai banning honnone-treated ^en^ m^ a Du^ 

municipality official sak The official told RnfinMDte. 

of seven emirates making up the United 

would ban American meat if tests showed bo raiotte MM 

threatened public health. Dubai imports frozen meat from the 

United States but most of its supplies come from Denmark and 

Australia. 

N. Korea, Iran sign economic accords 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran and North Korea have signed agreements 
covering cooperation in fisheries, ship-building and port construc- 
tion. Tehran Radio reported Thursday. The accords were signed 
before North Korea's Minister of External Economic Relations 
Chong Song-Nam left Tehran Thursday after an 11-day visit, the 
radio said. Iran agreed last week to export two million tODnes of 
crude oil to North Korea. The radio, monitored in Nicoaa, quoted 
Minister of Construction Jihad (holy war) Gholamreza Forouzesh 
as saying Iran would import steel and primary materials in return. 
Forouzesh said Iran would send oil experts to North Korea ana 
train North Korean oil industry staff. The two countries also agreed 
to explore cooperation in rural industries, he added. 

Bran iff orders 100 Airbuses at $3.5b 

NEW YORK (R) — Braniff Inc., in a swap with Pan American.! 
World Airways, has said that it has agreed to buy up to 100 
medium-haul, 150-seat A320 planes from Europe's Airbus Indus- 
trie in a deal valued at $3.5 billion. The order calls for firm deliver^ 
of 50 Airbus A320s and for options on an additional 50, Bramffj 
said. Of the 50 firm orders, 16 were previously booked as firm' 
orders by Pan American World Airways, a unit of financially 
hard-pressed Pan Am Corp. , and the other 34 were options held by' 1 
thaL airline. The jetliner will seat 148 passengers in first class and 
coach with a range of about 5.000 kilometres fully loaded, the 
Dallas-based airline said. Two of the planes will be delivered in 
July and another eight by year-end. with the rest set for delivery by 
1995, Braniff said. Braniff currently operates a fleet of 63 jet 
aircraft but has embarked on a plan to expand and modernise its 
fleet with more long-range, fuel-efficient planes. 

Yugoslavia cancels some price rises 

BELGRADE (AP) — Yugoslavia's outgoing government, 
apparently fearin g serious social unrest, has cancelled sharp price 
hikes for electricity and rail transport, newspapers reported 
Thursday. However, a wave of steep price hikes on other essential 
services and foodtsuffis hit Yugoslavs when shops opened after New 
Year holidays. Yugoslavia's entire government resigned last Friday 
following its' failure to curb a 250 per cent annual inflation rate and 
solve the country’s other economic and social problems. It is the 
first federal cabinet to step down since the communists took power 
after World War II. 



AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday Jan. 5, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


Buy ' Sell 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dculscbcmark 
Swiss franc 


478.0 

862.5 

267.4 

314.9 


480.0 

866.8 

268.7 

316.5 


French franc 783 78.7 

Japanese yen | for 100) 381-3 383.2 

Dutch guilder 236.8 238.0 

Swedish crown 77.7 78.1 

Italian lira tfor 1001 36.4 36.6 

Belgian franc (for 10) 127.5 128.1 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Industrial stocks led a strengthening of the share 
markei as trading picked up on local investor interest. The All 
Ordinaries index closed up 6.1 at 1,479.7. 

TOKYO — Prices retreated from an initial rally to close mixed on 
investor concern over the health of ailing Emperor Hirohito. The 
Nikkei index rose 25.75 to 30,209.54. 

HONG KONG — - Prices dosed firmer after profit-taking, widely 
WMk ' S Sh3rP riSe ‘ The Hang Seng “dex rose 

SINGAPORE — Buying interest continued unabated pushing 
share prices higher over a broad front for the second straight day 
in active trading The Straits Times industrial index rose 9.21 
points to 1,043.34. 

BOMBAY — Share prices recovered to close mixed on wide- 
spread institutional buying after the market fell mid-session. In 
textiles. Century recovered 35 rupees to 1.295. 

FRANKJTJRT - Shares closed mostly lower in active trading as 

ttis weefc ‘ s ^arp gains to WghSftefek 
smee the 1987 stock market collapse The 30-sharJ fiSf 
elovri at 1 359 QH ii ra n ~L'* >s,iare DAX index 

Closed at ijxt.vn, 11.12 points below Thursday’s close. 

ZURJCH — Swiss shares prices closed little changed in moderate 
trading on worries about the trend toward higher inESrate? 
TV Swks All Share index closed at 962.6 pohts. a 0 4 ' 

™ afternM^S B^$47GjSjrr theFTSET * highs 

10.5 to 1,810.0. 3 M i a the FTSE index was up 

profit-taking in morning 5 traSn^Md wenfd ° f 

* “ P 10 31 2200 3Dd •“Hersle^dediSng issues 
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Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 

previous week: 





Jan. 1-4 

Dec. 24-28 

Daily average 

JD 653.271 

JD 

1,014,726 

Total volume 

JD 2.613.084 

JD 

5,073,631 

Total shares 

1,951,200 


2,735,826 

No. of contracts 

2.316 


3,210 


Sectoral trading: 


• 

Industrial 

JD 1.853,356 

JD 

2,238,845 


(70.9%) 


(44.1%) 

Financial 

JD 706,993 

JD 

2,661,826 


(27.0%) 


(52.5%) 

Service 

(2.0%) 


(2.9%) 

Insurance 

(0.1%) 


(0.5%) 

Share price index 

124.4 


124.6 

No. of companies 

49 


76 

Price movement (rise) 22 


- 10 

(decline) 

19 


53 

(stable) 
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Sports 


Embroglio threatens to 
> down Italian sports giant 


MILAN (AP) — The 20-year 
reign of Primo Nebiolo as the 
head of Italian track and field 
.may be near an end. 

- There has been much specula- 
tion that the powerful interna- 
tional leader will resign or be 
swept aside by rising criticism. ' 

The ruling council of FIDAL, 
the national track federation, 
postponed its ann ual meeting 
from Thursday to Saturday in 
% what is being reported as a time- 
T buying move for Nebiolo, its 
chairman. 

. Some observers interpreted it 
as an effort by the 64-year-old 
Turin industrialist to test bis 
strength in die council to with- 
stand mounting criticism and con- 
troversy. 

Other sources speculated that 
the postponement was a move to 
gain tune for negotiating a graceful 
resignation, to -be announced at 
Saturday’s meeting in Rome. 

The council said the meeting 
was postponed for .‘‘technical 
reasons.” Published reports said 
the council, which re-elected 
i Nebiolo three weeks ago, now is 
4 split on his rem aining in office. 

■ Nebiolo, who also is president 
of the international amateur 
athletic federation, track and 
field's world governing body, has 
stayed out of the public eye re- 


cently. His office said he was 
away for the Christmas and new 
year’s holidays and unavailable 
for interviews. 

Calls for Nebiolo’s resignation, 
which began after a fixed long 
jump at the 1987 world track and 
field championships in Rome and 
grew during a series of scandals 
involving the Italian federation, 
have become louder. 


Thursday, Gazzetta Delio 
Sport, Italy’s largest daily sports 
newspaper, headlined its story, 
“Nebiolo is besieged,” and said 
resignation was being considered. 

If he is forced to resign, it 
would be a rapid fan for a man 
who only IVi years ago was being 
hailed as the savior of track and 
field, and who won a four-year 
extension of his FIDAL chair- 
manship Dec. 11. 

Much depends on a report by 
magistrates investigating alleged 
wrongdoing of FIDAL officials and 
on the attitude of the Italian 
Olympic Committee (CONI)', 
which threatened to appoint a 
commissioner to head FIDAL. 

The commissioner, who would 
effectively oust Nebiolo from his 
post, could trigger a serious break 
in relations between Coni and 
one of its most powerful branch 
federations. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF ’ 

19&8 TriBun, Uaaij S*rns»s Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As Souih, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+84 QJ73 Q9 +KJ982 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dbl Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — When partner makes a takeout 
double of a major, he guarantees 
the other major or a \er> powerful 
hand. Therefore, you should re- 
spond in your four-card major rath- 
er than. the five-card minrt. And 
two hearts is an underbid— make 
the invitational jump to three 
hearts. 

Q.2— Vs South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AQJ76 \ Mid A 10843 * KQ5 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do >uu respond? 

A.— You jump shift only with one 
ol two types of hand. Either you 
have. a self-sufficient suit of your 
own.- or excellent support for part- 
ner. Neither is the case here, so sim- 
ply respond one spade. You can 
show your power with a jump shift 
or high reverse into diamonds at 
your next -turn. 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: - 

+ AQJ76 Void A 10843 +KQ5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

‘North East South West 

1 Pass I * Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You should choose the high re- 
verse of three diamonds. That is 
forcing, so there is no need lor you 
to jump. Besides, your only mak- 
able game could be three no trump. 
Don’t bypass it! 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 


you hold: 
*J6J ' Q7 


K82 +AQ1076 


The bidding has ‘proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 Piss 2 * Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Some number of no trump 
looks right with our balanced hand 
and honor card in every suit, but we 
just can't bring ourselves to make 
that bid without a sure stopper in 
either major! We'll settle for the 
unimaginative raise to three dia- 
monds, and hope partner can move. 

Q.S— Both v ulncrable, as South you 
hold: 

*A%3 AQJ962 72 +Q 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West .North East South- 
1 I ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— For his vulnerable overcan, 
partner must have a reasonable 
hand. Therefore, you want to com- 
municate to him that you have a 
powerful hand in ease big things are 
in store. Tell him of your strength 
by cue-bidding two diamonds. Note 
that that doesn't promise control of 
the enemy suit. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, av Sou'll you 
hold: 

* K K7 KJ 1092 +AK754 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I 2‘ ! 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Don’i make a cue-hid in ihe 
enemy suit before you know where 
you want to play the hand! Simply 
plan to bid both your suits. Start by 
bidding three diamonds, which is a 
game force here, with the intention 
of showing your clubs next. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Overweight fighter gives up title 

NEW YORK (R) — American Mark Breland will fight Seung 
Soon Lee of South Korea for the suddenly-vacant World Boxing 
Association (WBA) title on Feb. 4 in Las Vegas, promoters 
announced Thursday. Breland, the number one contender, had 
been slated to fight champion Tomas Mobnares but the Col- 
ombian relinquished his crown Thursday and the WBA has ruled 
char Lee, ranked number two, battle the American for the title. In 
a letter to the WBA, the fighter's manager, Billy Chams, said 
Molinares was being treated in hospital for mental depression 
following his inability to make the 66.67-kg limit. 

Mansell spins off in trial run 

MARANELLO(AP) — British fonnula-one driver Nigel Mansell 
spun off the Fiorano track Thursday during his first test at the 
wheel of a Ferrari racer near the company headquarters. Mansell, 
who joined the Italian team for the 1989 world F-l championship, 
later explained he lost control of the car following problems with a 
brand-new automatic gear. The British driver tested the new 
model, powered by an aspirated engine, which was designed by 
British engineer John Barnard. “I immediately understood the 
impressive potential of this car. We will be very competitive in the 
forthcoming season.” be said. 

Piggott unable to collect Irish award 

DUBLIN (R) — British jockey Lester Piggott, imprisoned for a 
year for income tax evasion, has been given a top Irish racing 
industry award but can not collect it personally because of British 
parole regulations. Piggott, released from prison last year after 
serving one year of a three-year sentence, was nominated by the 
Irish Bloodstock Breeders Association for their first “hall of 
feme" award. But British parole regulations prevent his travelling 
over to accept the award and his (laughter Tracy, working at the 
stable of Irish trainer Tommy Stack, will receive it on his behalf 
next Tuesday. 

Paris-Dakar emerges from Sahara 

PARIS (R) — Peugeot underlined their dominance of the 
Paris-Dakar rally Thursday by taking the first four places in the 
seventh timed stage between the Niger towns of Agadez and 
Tahoua. Finland's An Vatanen won the 325-km stage, followed 
by Peugeot team mates Philippe Wambergue of France, Jacky 
Ickx of Belgium and Guy Frequelin of France. Ickx remained 
overall leader — 21 minutes 11 seconds ahead of Vatanen. -The 
change of terrain from shifting dunes to more stable scrub gave 
drivers a relatively easier ride, and organiser Gilbert Sabine told 
French television all competitors lost during the desen stages had 
now been located and were safe. “No-one is lost any more. We 
spotted the last missing competitor this morning. They are all 
safe,” he said. Belgian Mitsubishi driver Guy CofsoaJ dropped 
out of the race with engine problems. 

Yorkshire turns down Vfv Richards 

LONDON (R) — English county Yorkshire, who have had a rigid 
policy of signing only players born inside their own boundaries, 
Thursday (redded not to recruit West Indies cricket captain Viv 
Richards, hast month the dub said an approach had been made 
on behalf of Richards offering his services for the 1989 season. 
Chairman Brian Walsh said Thursday the dub's general commit- 
tee had taken -only five minutes to dedde unanimously not to 
engage Richards “because we have tol encourage and develop the 
young talent available.” Walsh stressed that the discussion on 
Richards centred purely on his merits as a player and the question 
of outsiders representing the county had not been mentioned. 
Richards has not played county cricket since being backed by 
Somerset in 1986. 


Xiong’s title wavers 


HONG KONG (R) — Veteran 
Dane Morton Frost came back 
from the verge of defeat against- 
up-and-coming Zhang Qingwu of 
China Thursday to increase his 
chances of a semi-final spot in the 
World Grand Prix badminton 
championship. 

The 30-year-old Frost was 15-4, 
12-6 down to the hard-smashing 
Chinese. But experience and a 
cool head told and Frost, winner 
of four events in 1988, took the 
gruelling group C match 4-15, 
18-15, 15-8. 

“I never give up — I'm a hard 
fighting man,” said Frost, who 


needs a win over Indonesia’s 
Eddy Kumiawan to ensure a 
place in the last four. “But there 
was a slight doubt in my mind 
that I would win." 

Titleholder Xiong Guobao of 
China also took a step nearer the 
semis with a hard-fought 15-10, 
17-15 victory over Nick Yates of 
England. 

Xiong is the only unbeaten, 
player in group A and victory 
over Lius Pongoh of Indonesia in 
his last group match will cary him 
through to the last four, which 
comprises the four group win- 
ners. ' 


Johnson 
scandal 
takes its toll 


.0 iT-f-r-WO ) 


TORONTO (AP) — The fallout 
from the Ben Johnson drug scan- 
dal is jeopardising the Canadian 
indoor track and field season. 

Mazda, which has sponsored 
the elite track dub the past three 
years for about 5300,000, has 
decided not to renew its contract 
in the face of growing suspicion 
that Mazda Optimist members 
are being blacklisted on the 
Canadian Grand Prix indoor cir- 
cuit. 

In addition to Johnson, the 
Mazda Optimist stable includes 
Olympic sprinters Angella 
Issajenko and Desai Williams, 
and hurdler Mark McKoy. 

Johnson was stripped of his 
gold medal at the Seoul Olympics 
in September — three days after 
setting a world record in the 
men's JOO-mctrc dash — when be 
tested positive for anabolic ster- 
iods. 

Although cooling on -its finan- 
cial support of then club, a Mazda 
spokesman i said the Japanese car 
company 'could resume its in- 
volvement after the Dubin in- 
quiry into drugs in sport, which 
begins Jan. 11. 

“We’re waiting for the out- 
come of the inquiry to make a 
decision on what direction we 
should go,” said Derek Miles, 
vice president, marketing at 
Mazda. 

Two days after the Dubin in- 
quiry begins, the indoor track 
season begins with a meet at 
Hamilton. Ticket sale are slow. 

“We may take it on the chin,” 
assistant meet director Paul 
Gains said.” But we have to keep 
the sport going.” 

Gains said the slow sales may 
be due partly to waning interest 
that normally follows an Olympic 
year. 

In 1988, with Johnson as the 
main attraction, 11,000 fans 
attended the meet at Copps Col- 
iseum. This year, only one athlete 
affili ated with the Mazda Optim- 
ist club — women's quarter-miler 
Charmaine Crooks — has been 
invited to the Hamilton meet. 

' “It’s not a blacklist,” Gains 
said. “I don’t like the idea of 
people cheating. 

“Are they all tarred with -the 
same brush? It’s easier for me to 
go with athletes I know about and 
feel are clean.” 

Crooks is the only nmaer com- 
peting "in the Mazda Opthfrist 
colours at Hamilton and Sher- 
brooke, Quebec. But Sherbrooke 
meet organiser, Jean-Guy Oullet- 
te, said Crooks was the only one 
who contacted him. 

“I’m not inviting anybody. I'm 
waiting for phone calls ,” said 
Oullette, who also is chairman of 
the Canadian Track and Reid 
Association. “Fm not calling any- 
body.” 

The association's board of gov- 
ernors meets this weekend in 
Ottawa to discuss the status of 
McKoy, Williams and Courtney 
Brown for their behaviour in 
Seoul. 

McKoy refused to run on the 
oien’s 400-meter relay* — as did 
Brown — and left Seoul after 
Johnson tested positive. 


Bruno arrives in U.S. 


NEW YORK (R) — Frank 
Bruno, fed up with all the waiting, ar- 
rived in New York this week 
eager to scan serious training for 
his oft-delayed world 
heavyweight tilt against undis- 
puted champion Mike Tyson. 

“I mean business, serious busi- 
ness,” the nattily attired Bruno 
said at a press conference follow- 
ing hisXoocorde jet flight from 
London. 'Tm not here for a 
picnic.” 

Bruno, stopping over en’ route 
to Fountain Valley, Arizona, 
where he will train for the Febru- 
ary 25 bout in Las Vegas, said he 
hoped the frustration of five post- 
ponements was finally behind 

him . • 

“I’ve been waiting to fight 
Tyson for eight or nine months,” 
the soft spoken Briton said.” 
There will be some serious suing 


if he pulls out again.” 

Professional and personal 
problems have dogged Tyson 
since his spectacular first-round 
knockout of previously unbeaten 
Michael Spinks last June for bis 
3Sth win without defeat. 

Disputes with manager Bill 
Cayton put Tyson into the courts 
and he has since parted ways with 
longtime trainer Kevin Rooney. 

His much-publicised domestic 
strife with estranged wife Robin 
Givens has also contributed to 
lyson’s pugilistic paralysis but 
public sympathy may soon turn to 
scorn for the 22-year-old cham- 
pion, according to Bruno’s mana- 
ger, Terry Lawless. 

“The world has felt sorry for 
Tyson,” Lawless said. “But if be 
doesn't go through with this now, 
I think the world will be fed up 


with him. Right now, he’s holding 
the world up.” 

Bruno, whose wait for Tyson 
has left him without a bout since 
he stopped Joe Bunger last Octo- 
ber in London, repeated a predic- 
tion that he would knock out the 
champion. 

“I’m planning for a stoppage. 
That’s my New Year’s resolu- 
tion,” said Bruno, who has a 32-2 
record. ’Tm going to have to hurt 
him really bad.” 

Bruno said he was in the best 
mental and physical shape of his 
life and thought that Tyson, who 
has gone soft with months of 
inactivity, might be taking him 
lightly. 

“I don’t think he's taking me 
too seriously.” Bruno, 27, said. 
‘Tm glad — I think he's in for a 
shock.” 


English F.A. Cup — romance lives 


LONDON (R) — An apprentice 
bricklayer, a bank manager and a 
insurance representative will seek 
to replace the established head- 
line-makers of British soccer 
Saturday. 

Sutton United," a minor league 
side with a ground that accommo- 
dates fewer than 10,000 specta- 
tors, will pit their team of part- 
time professionals against Coven- 
try City, lying fourth in the En- 
glish first division, in the third 
round of the F.A. Cup. 

- Sutton, the home team, had 
the option of switching the match 
against the 1987 F.A. cup winners 
to another ground where a larger 
capacity would have offered grea- 
ter financial reward. 

Their manager Barrie Williams 
explained the derision to stay put 
at the dub's Gander Green Lane 
ground. * 

“We could have gone for the 
finance by playing at a league 
ground or even switching the tie 
to > Coventry,, but we have gone 
for the romance instead,” he 
said. 

“Mind you, by playing at home 
we feel we are in with a chance of 
getting through to the next round 
and another big day. 

“Besides that, most of our 
players are from this area. The 


community has been good to us 
and this is our chance to repay 
them. 

"There may only be 8,000 
watching but as far as I am 
concerned this is the glamour tie 
of the round ana we are 
approaching it in a mood of 
optimism,” Williams added. 

The apprentice .bricklayer in 
the Sutton team is goalkeeper 
Trevor Roffey whose father also 
represented the dub in an F.A. 
Cup tie against a major league 
side 19 years ago. On that occa- 
sion Leeds United beat Sutton 
6 - 0 . 

“I can't remember much about 
dad’s game, just all the press men 
and television cameras coming to 
our house beforehand," Roffev 
said. 

Sutton hope to surprise Coven- 
try with their dangerous strike 
force of Lenny Dennis, a 
Jamaican World Cup player, and 
Paul McKinnon, who has recently 
returned from playing in Sweden. 
Dennis has scored 23 goals in 28 
appearances this season. 

Williams said: “under normal 
circumstances we would have no 
right to be on the Sjame pitch as 
Coventry. But this is the cup and 


Soviets win junior hockey 


ANCHORAGE (R) — Alexan- 
der Mogilny scored 'three spec- 
tacular goals in the second period 
to help the Soviet Union romp 
past Canada 7-2 Wednesday to 
win the gold medal at the World 
Junior Ice Hockey championship. 

The Soviets needed victory 
over Canada in the final game of 
the tournament to claim their 
eighth crown in 13 junior cham- 
pionships, and MogUny provided 
all the firepower needed. 

Sweden clinched second place 
with a 3-1 victory over the United 
States, while Czechoslovakia beat 
Finland 7-2 to finish third. Can- 
da’s defeat knocked them out of 
the medals and into fourth place. 

The Soviet Union and Sweden 
both finished with 6-1 records 
with first place going to the Rus- 
sians on the^basis of their 3-2 


victory, over Sweden. 

The,, Soviets and Canadians 
were tied 1-1 after the first period, 
but then Mogilny went to work. 
He scored 20 seconds after the 
opening faceoff and added his 
sixth and seventh goals of the 
tournament before the 10-minute 
mark as the Soviets took a com- 
manding 6-2 lead after two 
periods. 

"All along we thought we were 
a little stronger than the Cana- 
dian team,” said Soviet coach 
Robert Chernekov. “Mogilny 
had a very good game." 

Mogilny, the 19-year-old team 
captain, added the champion- 
ship pennant to the Olympic gold 

medal be earned last February in 
Calgary when he played for the 
Soviet national team. 


if fate smiles on us we may 
produce a result which will shock 
the football world." 

Only four of the 32 third-round 
ties Saturday and Sunday are 
between teams from the first divi- 
sion, including Manchester Un- 
ited’s home encounter with 
Queen's Park Rangers. 

Edwards 
nurses his 
wounds 

HEATHROW (AP) — Eddie 
"The Eagle” Edwards, one of the 
best-known losers in sports, flew 
home to Britain Thursday for 
medical treatment of ski jumping 
injuries from those who know 
him best. 

Edwards said he checked out of 
a hospital in Innsbruck, Austria, 
where he was being treated for a 
broken collarbone, facial bruises 
and kidney injuries suffered in a 
foil during training on Tuesday. 

The last-place finisher in both 
70- and 90-metre jumps at last 
year's Winter Olympics who was 
main tained his tail end pace dur- 
ing the World Cup season. Ed- 
wards said be was heading for his 
hometown of Cheltenham, Eng- 
land, for more treatment. 

“FU- be going to Cheltenham 
general hospital. They know me 
very well down there — I’m their 
best customer,” Edwards said as 
he landed at Heathrow airport 

Edwards said he was “feeling 
rough. Fm in agony, really,” but 
vowed to return to the jumps this 
season. 

‘Til be jumping again in three 
weeks in America,” he said. 
“And I promise you that I will 
improve from my usual last place 
before the end of the season.” 

Also in his plans was a possible 
jump from tire roof of a Las 
Vegas casino. Edwards said talks 
had been held about staging the 
stunt in September, with a fee of 
about $90,000. 

“I still plan to be a millionaire 
by the tune I’m thirty — if I live 
that long,” the 25-year-old said. 
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‘New game show. If you can watch 
it without losing your self- 
respect you win a hundred bucks.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble uiese lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


REPIK 


TOABB 


■gahomei 


CRYGLE 



WHAT LISHTOINS 
SAVE THE FRANKEN- 
STEIN monster. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Ans^r^ Anm U mUJJ 

(Answers Monday) 

I Jumbles: FOYER PANDA BUSILY GAMBLE 
Yesterday's f<ns<f/gr how the sponge dlwsra found their wortt— 

1 ‘'ABSORBING" 


HOROSCOPE NOT 
RECEIVED 


THE Daily Crossword by Wniani Canine 


ACROSS 
1 City near 
Bays Town 
G Northern 
European 
10 Bargo 

14 Big bundles 

15 Cupid 

16 Killer whale 

17 Relative 

IS Unfortunate 
20 Perquisites 

22 — avis 

23 Expected 

24 “A House — 
a Home" 

26 Rags 
28 Support 
30 Afr. kingdom 

32 Possessed 

33 Lather up 

34 Lofty 
38 Maltreat 
40 Silent 

42 — Oakley 

43 Sideshow of a 
sort 

45 Decipher 

47 Football 
scores: abbr. 

48 Stritch and 
May 

50 Huntley or 
Atkina 

51 Plover 
54 Wigwam 
58 Turk, title 
57 Leer 

'59 — sucker 
82 Eagar 

85 Arfcin and 
• Bates 

86 Grow together 

67 Menageries 
88 Rich cake 

68 Back talk 

70 Being 

71 Actor Werner 

DOWN 

1 Actor's award 

2 Tailless cat 

3 Busy 

4 Newspaper 
baron 

5 Dam on Uw 
Nile 


Peanuts 



iMBTittwne Mod to SwviCM, 
Ail flights Rmiw 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


S Thai language 

7 Aslan river 

8 Yam 

9 In proportion 

10 Hellos 

11 Unrefined 

12 Happen 

13 Vigils 
19 Do It 

21 All alone 
25 Meta, Nats or 
Jets 

27 Ripped 

28 Jezebel's 
husband 

29 Indulge 
31 Reject 
33 Pinniped 

35 Uninformed 

36 Sidekick 

37 we 48 

forget" 

39 Killed 50 

41 Suitable 
44 Chungking's SI 

river 52 

W On the briny 53 


Finns nnnra nnnnn 
□man nnnn □□□nn 
nnnnaanaa anana 
DBonnan 

□non nanaain 
□□□nnn nrnnnnn 
nncinn nnnna nnn 
□ana anraiin nmin 
□nn nannn nnnnn 
nnaann nnnann 
nnnnnn nnnin 
nnnn nnoHonii 
nnann nnnmannnra 
nranaa anna □□□□ 
DiUQoa noraa gnan 


Dome-shaped 55 “Republic" 
homes author 

Siring section 58 Self-images 

members 60 Pilaster 

Frolics 81 Belg. river 

Guam city 63 Possessive 

City of light 64 Full oh suff. 


ay* xk 4- J/M’jo*' 
c6cl*xl. JCczrk- -%o Mu, 

Jk- " 
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Andy Capp 


THIS GARDEN'S IN ATB5R1BLE 
STATE . IT WOULDN'T HUBTj- 
VOUTDDO A BIT OF *— * 
WEEDING/ VKNOW } 



XVW FAMISHED.] 

, HOW A BOUT J 
> GETTING < 
MY DINNER? ) 
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— VOU'U. 
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Security forces brace for 
violent backlash from Sikhs 


India hangs 


Gandhi killers 


NEW DELHI (R) — The convicted killers of Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi were hanged in Delhi 
Friday morning, but rain and all-out security 
prevented immediate reaction by Sikh extremists 
who have sworn revenge. 


NEW DELHI (R) — The con- 
victed killers of Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi were 
hanged in Delhi Friday morning, 
but *rain and ail-out security pre- 
vented immediate reaction by 
Sikh extremists who have sworn 


revenge. 

Sat want Singh. 24, one of two 
bodyguards who shot down the 
leader they were meant to pro- 
tect. and Kehar Singh. 54. found 
guilty of plotting the assassina- 
tion. were executed in Delhi's 
Tihar jail, ending two years of 
appeals and legal arguments since 
their conviction Jan. 22 . 1986. 

The other assassin. Beam 
Singh, was shot dead seconds 
after the attack October 31 . 1984. 
and another alleged conspirator. 
Balbir Singh, was freed on appeal 
last August. 

Prison authorities, fearing 
trouble if the bodies were given a 
public funeral, hastily cremated 
them inside the jail, ignoring Sat- 
want's last wish that his eyes and 
ocher organs should be used for 
transplants. 

The men's relatives, prevented 
even from approaching the prison 
walls at the execution time of 8 
a.m. petitioned the supreme 
court to obtain at least their 
ashes. 

They won a partial victory 
when the court ordered jailers to 
keep the remains in safe custody 
“with all sanctity" until further 
orders. 

Unseasonal rain and snow over 
north India discouraged expected 
demonstrations by Sikh sym- 
pathisers. Only 100 people, main- 
ly relatives and journalists, 
gathered outside the jail and 
police kept them well away from 
the walls. 

Isolated incidents of stone- 
throwing were reported from 
West Delhi, but in most of the 
capital and in Sikh-majority Pun- 
jab state. Sikhs preferred to mark 
the executions by closing shops 
and offices and attending read- 
ings from their holy book in 
temples. 


when Gandhi ordered the army 
to flush out armed extremists who 
had taken over the Golden Tem- 
ple of Amritsar. 

The troops succeeded at the 
cost of 1 .200 lives and the wreck- 
ing of holy shrines. Gandhi’s 
assassination was the revenge of 
on outraged Sikh community. 

Her killing led to a wave- of 
anti-Sikh violence by India's 
majority Hindus, an estimated 
4,000 people were killed, mainly 
in the capital. 

The Punjab strife continues un- 
abated and Sikh leader Manjit 
Singh commented after Friday's 
executions that an opportunity 
had been lost to heal old wounds. 

"The granting of mercy would 
have paved the way for fostering 
unity and integrity of the coun- 
try." he said in a statement. 

Despite the calm, the army was 
on standby in Punjab and all 
available police on duty in Delhi. 
Some kind of reprisal by Sikh 
extremists, who Thursday 
threatened to “set the nation on 
fire," was considered a virtual 


certainty. 

Their favoured “soft” targets 
are passengers on country buses, 
guests at wedding parties and 
migrant labourers. 

Delhi residents recall a cam- 
paign of booby-trap bombs which 
killed 86 people, many of them 
children, in May 1985. With 
70,000 armed men deployed 
against the extremists in Punjab, 
the capital was the likeliest target 
for the Sikhs* revenge. 

Police in Punjab said three 
buses had been burned in the 
state Friday, apparently for de- 
fying extremist calls for three 
days of mourning. 

Posters went up in the Amrit- 
sar and Tam Taran areas, where 
extremists are particularly active, 
telling people to stay at home, 
close shops and businesses and 
keep vehicles off the roads. They 
threatened to “wipe out” the 
families of violators. 

Onlv one violent death was 


Amritsar, the Sikh holy city. 


reported in Punjab Friday. 


was at a virtual standstill. Chan 
garb, the Punjab capital, was 
scarcely more active. 

The 'executions were the latest 
step in a bloody saga that began 


i the first five days of January, 


34 people were killed, police said. 
Punjab 


’unjab residents said they 
feared a fresh upsurge of violence 
once the tight security imposed 
for the executions eased 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police storm hijacked W. German bus 


BONN (R) — Police commandos stormed a hijacked West 
German bus Friday, freeing two hostages and capturing two 
gunmen who had demanded a plane, money and beer, a police 
spokesman said. The gunmen seized the bus in a Bonn suburb at 
around midnight. They held a pistol to the head of one of three 
passengers and ordered the driver to go first to Cologne airport 
and then to Duesseldorf. SO kilometres to the north. A woman 
was released early on while another passenger escaped during a 
stop. The hijackers. West German men in their 30s, demanded a 
ransom of up to S550.000. Police cornered the bus in a 
Duesseldorf suburb five hours later. No shots were fired. 


Nordic countries pay U.N. dues 


UNITED NATIONS ( R) — The five Nordic countries, in a letter 
circulated here Thursday, said they had all paid their 1989 
assessed contributions to the U.N. regular budget and urged other 
U.N. members to pay early and in full. "The Nordic countries 
believe that one way of expressing their traditional, unwavering 
support for the United Nations is to pay their assessed contribu- 
tions to the regular budget at the earliest possible date in the 
year." the U.N. representatives of Denmark. Finland. Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden told Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. 


23 injured in train attack 


BEIJING (API — A passenger threw a hand grenade Thursday 
into a crowded railway car in southwest China and injured 23 
people, the official Xinhua news agency said. Three of the injured 
were in serious condition, it said. The door of the car was blown 
off and a hole was blasted in the floor. Police detained two 
brothers from Hefcou. Yunnan province, for questioning about 
the explosion but did not immediately charge either, Xinhua said. 
It said the grenade apparently was thrown deliberately but the 
reason was not immediately known. 


USSR, Turkey agree on talks mandate 


VIENNA l R ) — The Soviet Union and Turkey have reached a 
compromise which removes the final major obstacle to a new 
forum on conventional arms reduction. Western diplomats said 
Thursday. They said Turkey was staisfied with a Soviet proposal 
as to how much of Turkey's border territory should be included in 
the new Conventional Stability Talks (CST) — an issue which bad 
delayed agreement on a mandate for the discussions. Turkey had 
wanted part of its territory bordering Iraq, Iran and Syria to be 
excluded from the area covered by the CST, but this insistence 
ran into Soviet objections. The diplomats declined to give details, 
of the compromise. 


Trotsky death discussed in Soviet press 


MOSCOW (AP) — A Soviet newspaper has publicly agreed with 
Western historians' longtime conclusion that former Soviet leader 
Josef Stalin ordered the assassination of fellow revolutionary and 
rival Leon Trotsky. Litcraturnaya Gazeta published a full-page 
article in Wednesday's editions on Trotsky, a leader of the Russian 
revolution in 1917 who came to oppose both Stalin and Vladimir 
Ltfiin, Historian N. Vasertzky said, five paragraphs from the end: 
Stalin couldn t forget past offenses and outrages. Being convinced 
that Trotsky was no longer needed, he apparently either took the 
decision himself or let the derision be known to the people around 
him: with Trotsky, “it's time to finish him'." Trotsky was killed in 
Mexico in 1940. 
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African envoys 
rush to Nanking 



Chinese students demonstrate at a Peking campus against the alleged molesting of Chinese women by 
African students 


PEKING (R) — African envoys 
flew to Nanking Friday to meet 
black students and Chinese offi- 
cials in a bid to ease racial tension 
after a Christmas clash. 

After a long delay in the snow- 
bound Chinese capital, Peking- 
based envoys from eight African 
countries left for the east China 
city where racial violence 
erupted, diplomats said. 

“They will meet the authorities 
at Hebai university and they 
should see the students who are 
still in detention,'*'said an Afri- 
can diplomat. 

Three Africans — from Ghana, 
Gambia and Benin — have been 
detained and were expected to be 
expelled from Hehai university 
where they have been studying. 

Three Chinese men were also 
being held but officials in Nan- 
king, contacted by telephone, 
said they were not students. They 
could not say what action might 
be taken against them. 

The diplomats were making 
their second visit to Nanking 
since the clash that injured 13 
people. 

Their efforts were complicated 
by accusations that police tor- 


tured blacks alleged to be linked 
to the clash. 

African students have said they 
were stripped, beaten and shock- 
ed with electric truncheons. 
Chinese officials vehemently de- 
nied this. 

Chinese authorities made con- 
cessions to African students to 
help ease tension. 

In the east China dty Hang- 
zhou, officials at Zhejiang Agri- 
culture University agreed to sign 
a pledge that it was not official 
policy to isolate blacks from 
Chinese on tears they carried the 
fatal virus AIDS. 

African students, who had 
complained that officials were 
stirring up AIDS fears, ended a 
30-day strike Ptiday. 

The New China News Agency 
also quoted Chinese teachers at 
Hehai in Nanking as welcoming 
back 45 Africans kept by police at 
a guesthouse outside the city 
since Dec. 26, urging them to 
“have a good rest.” 

Hehai president Liang Ruiju 
also denied statements by Afri- 
cans at that college that they were 
subjected to a “one girlfriend" 
policy. 


India withdraws first battalion front Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — In- 
dia has withdrawn one batta- 
lion of its 50,000 troops in Sri 
Lanka at the request of Presi- 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa. a ■ 
spokesman said Thursday. 

Guijit Singh, first secretary 
at the Indian embassy said the 
withdrawal took place in the 
past few days. 

A second battalion will be 
sent home Jan. 8. he added. 

India announced Jan. 1 that 
it would pull-out two battalions 
of the troops sent to the is- 
land’s northern and eastern 
areas in July 19S7 to enforce a 
pact aimed at ending a Tamil, 
separatist rebellion. 

“1 do not have details. The 


only information I have is that 
the first battalion left Sri 
Lanka in the past few days.” 
he said. 

The second battalion would 
leave Sunday by ship from the 
northwestern port Kankesan- 
thurai. Singh added. 

Indian officials said earlier 
between 2.00U and 3,000 sol- 
diers would be withdrawn. 

Premadasa asked Indian au- 
thorities Dec. 21 to announce 
the withdrawal before he was 
sworn in as president on Jan. 2. 

Indian troops began arriving 
in Sri Lanka a few hours after 
Sri Lankan President Junius 
Jayewardene and Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi signed a 


pact to end a Tamil rebellion. 

The accord offered limited 
autonomy through provincial 
councils to minority Tamils 
campaigning for a separate 
state in the northern and east- 
ern areas where most live. 

The troops were assigned to 
collect weapons and ammuni- 
tion from rebels and imple- 
ment other provisions of the 
accord. 

Several rebel groups 
accepted the pact but it was 
rejected by the powerful Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam. They said it fell short 
of Tamil aspirations and con- 
tinued to battle with the In- 
dians. 


Opposition parties de- 
nounced the pact as a sell-out 
to India and said the presence 
of foreign troops infringed Sri 
Lankan sovereignty. 

Premadasa, during his cam- 
paign for the presidency, said 
he would ask Indian troops to 
withdraw soon after normalcy 
was restored in the north and 


east. 

His main opponent at the 
Dec. 19 election, Sirimao Ban- 
daranaike. threatened to abro- 
gate the pact and send back the 
Indian troops. 

The presence of some 47,000 
Indian troops in Sri Lanka 
triggered resentment among 
Tamils and Sinhalese. The In- 


dian troops soon became 
caught in the fighting, and 
more than 625 soldiers have 
been killed. 

An extremist Sinhalese 
group, the People's Liberation 
Front, also objects to the peace 
accord, saying it grants too 
many concessions to ‘the 
Tamils, who make up 18 per 
cent of the country’s 16 million 
people. 

The Tamils contend the pre- 
dominantly Buddhist Sinhalese 
deny them jobs, education and 
money for development: The 
Sinhalese account for more 
than 75 per cent of the popula- 
tion and control the govern- 
ment and military. 


Idi Amin 


in Zaire, 


expulsion 


KINSHASA (R) — Deposed 
Ugandan leader Idi Amin dada 
slipped into Zaire two days ago 
on a false passport and will be 
expelled to Saudi Arabia, a Zai- 
rean official said Thursday. 

Amin fled to Libya and then 
Saudi Arabia after Ugandan re- 
bels backed by Tanzanian troops 
toppled him in 1979. 

The official said Amin, who 
arrived in the Zairean capital 
Kinshasa with a forged Zairean 
passport, would probably be ex- 
pelled before Saturday. 

“Idi Amin is currently being 
questioned at the military air- 
port,” the official, who declined 
to be identified, told Reuters. 

“He decided to take a chance 
and come to Zaire. We cannot 
allow him in without endangering 
our relations with our neighbour 
Uganda where Idi Amin is still 
considered an outcast because of 
his past.” 

Amin was arrested on arrival 
after the pitot of the Air Zaire 



Idi Amin 

flight on which he was travelling 
recognised him and alerted 
Kinshasa airporf before landing, 
the official said. 

Amin had flown from Saudi 
Arabia to the Nigerian capital 
Lagos from where he took a flight 
to Zaire via Gabon, he said. 

The official said Amin bad a 
passport which was part of a 
batch stolen from the Zairean 
external affairs department sever- 
al years ago. 

In Lagos, local newspapers re- 
ported that Amin passed through 
Nigeria using a false name Jan. 
1-3. 


Walsh files for dismissal of 


key charges against North 


Carlucci pushes drive 


to scrap, cut bases 


WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
Secretary Frank Carlucci Thurs- 
day approved closing or cutting 
operations at 1 1 major U.S. milit- 
ary bases and SO other domestic 
defence installations in a cost- 
cutting step. 

Unless Congress blocks the 
politically-sensitive move, set to 
begin Jan. 1 of next year, it would 
result in the first closing of an 
American base in 13 years. 

No foreign bases are on the list, 
submitted by a bipartisan com- 
mission last week. Congress is 
expected to back the cuts 
although lawmakers have been 
reluctant to tackle base dosings 
because of potential job losses 

The cuts are expected to even- 
tually save S693 million annually 


in defence budget costs. 

“Base closures are long over- 
due.” Carlucd told a news con- 
ference Thursday. “I have just 
signed letters to the Congress 
stating my approval in total of the 
base closure and realignment re- 
commendations.” 

Under the rules, both the de- 
fence secretary and Congress 
must accept the whole list or 
reject it without change. 

Carlucd also told reporters 
that the Pentagon would ask Con- 
gress for an additional $500 mil- 
lion in 1990 spending and the 
same amount in 3991 as the initial 
cost of dosing installations. 

The commission on Dec. 29 
said it was recommending closing 
five large air force bases 


WASHINGTON (Agendes) — 
Iran-contra prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh filed a motion Thursday to 
dismiss conspiracy and theft 
charges against fired National 
Security Counril aide Oliver L. 
North. 

Walsh said he filed'the motion 
because President Ronald 
Reagan’s administration — dting 
national security concerns — re- 
fused to release numerous dassi- 
fied documents that North wants 
for his defence. North’s trial is to 
begin Jan. 31. 

If the U.S. District Judge 
Gerhard Gesell approves Walsh's 
motion. North still faces a dozen 
criminal charges, including' 
allegations that be obstructed in- 
quiries and made false statements 
in the Iran-contra affair. 

Walsh's tnove came a day after 
he met with Attorney General 
Dick Thornburgh to discuss the 
problems posed by the numerous 
classified documents that North 
indicated he needed for an 
adequate defence. 

Under that Classified Informa- 


tion Procedures Act, the attorney 
general can deride to seek dismis- 
sal of criminal charges to prevent 
disclosure of secrets that might 
endanger national security. 

The remaining charges include 
obstruction of Congress in 1985 
and 1986, and concealing and 
destroying documents in connec- 
tion with a 1986 inquiry into the 
affair by tben-Attoraey General 
Edwin Meese. 

North also is charged with con- 
verting travellers' checks to his 
own use, and accepting a free 
security system installed at his 
home. 

Dismissal of the charges would 
make it unlikely that the full story 
of the scandal, which is still not 
known, would come out at 
North’s trial. 

The Justice Department issued 
a statement saying it believes 
dismissal “is a constructive step in 
the handling of very sensitive 
national security issues.” 

U.S. intelligence agencies, 
backed by Reagan, have been 
concerned about the national de- 


fence secrets that both Walsh and 
North plan to disclose at the trial. 

Walsh said in court papers that 
his derision was based on North's 
insistence to disclose large 
amounts of secret information 
and the objections by the intelli- 
gence agencies. 

The other defendants in the 
case are Reagan's former nation- 
al security adviser John Poindex- 
ter, arms dealer Albert Hakim 
and his partner retired air force 
Major General Richard Secord. 
They are to be tried after North. 

The other remaining counts 
charge that North made false 
statements to Congress, ob- 
structed justice by shredding 
White House documents, partici- 
pated in a tax fraud conspiracy 
involving private fund-raising for 
the contras and illegally accepted 
installation of a $13,800 security 
fence outside his home. 

Even without the conspiracy 
charges, he faces up to 60 years in 
prison and a $3-million fine if 
convicted on the remaining 
charges. 


Violence claims thousands 
in South Africa since 1 984 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — More 
than 3.500 people have been kil- 
led in political violence in South 
Africa since a nationwide upris- 
ing in black townships began in 
September 1984, according to a 
research group. 

The group, a team of 
academics and civil rights work- 
ers called the indicator project of 
South Africa, said in a report 
released Thursday that the unrest 
was the worst in the country's 
history. 

ft produced figures showing 
that the death toll had increased 
despite the government’s declara- 
tion of a nationwide state of 
emergency in June 1986 aimed at 
quelling the violence. 

“What distinguishes the fcur- 
rent conflict from previous cycles 
of political violence... is the scale 
of the conflict measured in terms 


of ferocity, duration and national 
spread which have been greater 
than even before in South Afri- 
can history," the report said. 


“The numbers of people killed, 
injured and detained... and the 
socio-economic losses sustained 
exceeded those of the defiance 
campaign of 1952, the 1960 Shar- 
peville crisis, the Soweto student 
rebellion of 1976/77 and the 
education boycotts of the early 
1980s.” the researchers added. 


black majority. 

President P.W. Botha’s gov- 
ernment has repeatedly said its 
imposition of emergency rule, 
which gives police sweeping pow- 
ers of detention without trial and 
allows strict censorship of media 
reports on political violence, has 
helped to reduce the level of 
unrest. 


Pretoria's contention 


But the indicator project report 
said 930 people were killed in 
political violence between June 
1987 and June 1988. compared 
with 731 deaths in the same 
period a year earlier. 


The 1984 insurrection was 
caused by the white government’s 
introduction of a new system of 
parliament which provided li- 
mited representation for mixed- 
race coloureds and Indians, but 
continued to exclude the voteless 


The figures included more than 
1.000 killed in Natal province 
over the past two years in a power 
struggle between the Zulu In- 
katha movement and the United 
Demoractic Front anti-apartheid 
coalition. 


Hundred thousands salute Pakistan’s executed leader 


LARKANA, Pakistan (R) — 
More than 200,000 people 
swarmed over the plains of Sind 
province Thursday in the first 
massive public salute in U' 
years to the executed father of 
Pakistan Prune Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto. 

Former Prime Minister Zul- 
fikar AU Bhutto, hanged by the 
military government in 1979 for 
conspiracy to murder a political 
opponent, was elevated to mar- 
tyrdom on the 61st anniversary 
of hb birth. 

“Martyr Tnfflfcgr Ali Bhutto’s 
memories will live forever,” his 
daughter told a crowd of 50,000 
she had led his grave near 


Larkana. 

“This is a great day for ns,” 
said Bhutto, addressing the 
crowd in her home language, 
Sindhi. 

Bhutto. 35, became the first 
woman prime minister of an 
Islamic state just over one 
month ago after the first free 
elections since her father was 
misted by a 1977 military coup. 

People at the family 
graveside surrounded by rice 
fields in the village of Gar hi 
Khuda Bux recited verses from 
the Koran while thousands of 
others danced to the beat of 
drams and Oriental flute 
musk. 


The dty of Larkana was be- 
decked with large portraits of 
Bhutto and her father and the 
red, black and green flags of 
Pakistan People’s Party found- 
ed by Zulfikar AH Bhutto 21 
years ago. 

Bhutto cut a 45<M&g cake at 
her home near the dty. She was 
unable to cut a 27-kg cake at the 
graveside because of the crush 
of people. 

A party spokesman said the 
former prime minister’s birth- 
day celebration was attended by 
more people than at any time 
daring the II -year military rule 
of Zia U1 Baq, killed in a 
mysterious plane crash last Au- 


gust. 

“People bare come On buses, 
cars, motorcycles and trains 
from all four provinces of 
Pakistan,” said a traffic police 
inspector. 


(n previous years,--the 
celebrations had been small and 
followers alleged that troops 
and police prevented them from 
travelling to the village grave. 


crowds of supporters. 

“It gives us strength under 
the whiplash. It gives courage 
walking defiantly to the gal- 
lows... it means so much to us, 
it drives us on,” part of a 
tribute signed by Benazir read. 


Most of Pakistan’s daily 
newspapers contained a four- 
page supplement carrying the 
banner headline “Jeay Bhutto” 
(long live Bhutto) and a draw- 
ing of the late leader standing 
with his arms raised in front of 


Her brothers, Mir Murtaza 
and Shahnawaz, were also 
hailed at the graveside. Both 
were implicated in the 1982 
h\jack of a Pakistan Airlines 
plane which forced Zia to re- 
lease 54 political prisoners for 
the release of hostages. 


Murtaza lives in London. 
Shahnawaz died at his home in 
France three years ago. 



Shelby becomes 
LAT editor 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - Shelby 
Coffey IIT became editor of- the 
Los Angeles Times Sunday, re- 
placing William F. Thomas, who 
retired after 17 years. Coffey, 42, 
a former editor at the Washing- 
ton Post, said he will work to 
continue giving readers compre- 
hensive news coverage and will 
emphasise quality writing and 
analysis. “We will continue to 
give broad national and interna- 
tional coverage and to intensify 
our strong local coverage in 
Southern California,'’ he said. 
Tiroes publisher Tom Johnson 
said Coffey, who has been known 
to inspire reporters by reciting, 
poetry and philosophy. is“one of 
the most literate, intelligent peo- 
ple I have ever met.” Coffey 
becomes the eighth editor in the 
paper’s 107-year history.- He will 
oversee an editorial staff of 1,206 
at the Times, which has a daily 
circulation of 1.1 million and .a 
Sunday circulation of 1.4 million. 


Harrison Ford 
‘does not give up’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Act or Har- 
rison Ford, who has had a string 
of successful films since he was 
discovered in “American Graffi- 
ti” 15 years ago, says his success 
conies from “not giving up.” 
“Most people in this business 
gave up and went on to other 
things,” Ford says in an interview 
with Parade magazine, “ft you 
simply didn't give up, you would 
outlast the people who came in 
on the bus with you. I knew it was 
going to take 10 or 15 years.” 
Ford, who starred as Han Solo in 
the “Stars Wars” trilogy and 
plays a Wall Street deal maker in 
his newest film “Working Girl,” 
said those others on tile bus 
“were as talented as I am, or 
more talented.” “But I feel se- 
cure because I know how bard 
I've worked.” he added. 


Celebrity hotel 
closes 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
Ambassador Hotel, where Char- 
lie Chaplin lived, Robert F. Ken- 
nedy died, Marion Davies rode a 
horse through the lobby, and 
generations of stars entertained 
at the cocoanut grove lounge, 
closed its doors Tuesday. The last 
guests bid farewell to the 68-year- 
old Wilshire Boulevard land- 
mark, an imposing building bn 23 
lush acres now in disrepair. It was 
one of the city’s fust luxury 
hotels, its palm-lined property 
exemplifying the California lifes- 
tyle. Pictures of happier days line 
the corridors of the 500-room 
hotel, but detracting from its ele- 
gant history now are peeling 
paint, wont rugs and stained wall- 
paper. The ambassador was host 
to top personalities in its heyday, 
including Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev and entertainers Elvis 
Presley. Elizabeth Taylor, Lena 
Horne, Harry Belafonte, Bing 
Crosby and Ray Charles. 


Alligator farm buys 
collection 


ST. AUGUSTINE (AP) — The 
Alligator Farm Wildlife Park has 
announced the purchase of a 33- 
acre ranch filled with rare and 
endangered crocodiles and plans 
to try to breed some that are- near 
extinction in the wild. Mark 
Wise, general manager of the 
Alligator Farm, said the Anthony 
Ranch, previously owned by 
Arthur Jones, the inventor of 
Nautilus physical fitness equip- 
ment. is one of the world’s largest 
research and breeding opera- 
tions. Most of the rare species in 
the collection will remain in 
Anthony, but officials plan to 
bring some giant tortoises and 
several breeds of snakes and 
lizards to St. Augustine, Wise, 
said. The Anthony Ranch win 
remain closed to the public but 
will be open to researchers and 
zoo officials, he said. 


Body of woman 
found in freezer 


DETROIT (R) — Police charged 
a Michigan man with murdering 
his missing wife after his daughter 
discovered her body in a base- 
ment freezer. Leonard Tyburskf, 
45, a dean of students at a Detroit 
High School, told neighbours 
three years ago that his wife 
Dorothy had left him and moved 
to Ohio. District Court Judge 
James Garber -said Tyburski en- 
tered a not-guilty plea arid was 
ordered^ jailed following a 
psychiatric examination to deter - 
mine his competency to stand 
trial. Tyburski's daughter made 
the discovery when she pried 
open the padlocked freezer chest 
Police said she had not been 
looking for the body, which was' 
fully clothed and apparently had 
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